Bassett to Regulators: You're the 'One Hope'
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Regulators assembled in Lexington for their annual meeting got a “respectful challenge” April 12 from James E. “Ted” Bassett III: Ensure the proposed National Racing Compact becomes reality—quickly—and adopt national accreditation standards for stewards.

Bassett, former president of Breeders’ Cup and Keeneland, set the tone for the April 12-14 Association of Racing Commissioners International gathering, which is focusing on the NRC and consistency in pari-mutuel regulation. In his address, Bassett acknowledged the “dismal” state of the industry and said regulators hold the key to reversing negative trends.

Bassett recalled speaking to RCI 19 years ago when he was Breeders’ Cup president. Host site Gulfstream Park needed approval to shift a week of racing from neighboring Calder Race Course, and getting that done was a major project.

Some things never change, much to the disappointment of Bassett and others in the industry.

“We should think broader and nationally,” Bassett said. “You need to join together to level the playing field. My challenge to you is take a long, hard look at (the National Racing Compact).

Where is the hope? The racetracks can’t do it, The Jockey Club can’t do it, the (Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Association) can’t do it. The one hope, I’m saying to you, is the people charged with implementing the rules and regulations.

There are about 400 such compacts around the country. No longer can we have the status quo (in horse racing).”

Work on the NRC by core associations in racing began in earnest last year. The NRC wouldn’t serve as a national racing commission, but would make it much easier for member racing states to adopt regulations in a business that relies heavily on interstate commerce.

Bassett, who also chaired the World Racing Championship Series for almost 10 years, noted the financial difficulties—reducing racing dates to meet budgets, for example, is a “frightening statement we’re making on our product,” he said—but pushed for action. He said after 40 years of serving on various boards and committees it’s obvious the current structure won’t work.

Bassett said history shows having a racing czar or commissioner wasn’t successful, because the individuals “didn’t have the authority to implement change.” That leaves regulators, and in a roundabout way, state legislators.

Bassett went a step further, saying model rules and regulations are worthless if not enforced. He called on all states to use the Racing Officials Accreditation Program and adopt standards for stewards and judges.

“(Regulation) starts in the stewards’ stand,” Bassett said. “Who are we putting up there (in the booth)? This isn’t rocket science. This is vanilla. These are things you should be thinking about.”

Bassett said of 38 racing states, only five have fully adopted the model rule for accreditation, while another have similar standards but not the ROAP rule.

“You should be standing up, saying, ‘We want integrity for racing,’ ” Bassett told RCI members.

As for the manner in which the industry has been handled for the past 40 years, Bassett said: “If you graded us, you’d have to give us a resounding ‘F.’ ”

Bassett said the appointment of regulators is too political; in Kentucky, there have been 57 people on the racing commission over the course of four gubernatorial terms. He said that lack of tenure is a “weak link” but not an excuse for racing commissioners to take a pass on learning about the industry they are charged to regulate.

“When your term expires, ask yourself, ‘What have I done to improve the quality of racing in my state? What have I done to improve the quality of racing nationally? What have I done to merit my appointment?’ ”

The RCI meeting continues April 13 with a look at wagering security, perception of regulation from within the industry, and a Model Rules Committee meeting. Discussion will continue on the NRC as well.

Use of technology theme at opening of Asian Racing Conference 

Rob Burnet, Thoroughbred News AU

Posted: 12 Apr 2010 

Dr Koji Sato, Chairman of the Asian Racing Federation, opened the 33rd Asian Racing Federation Conference in Sydney on Monday with a theme of globalisation of racing and its challenges that was carried through the following addresses by Peter Sheahan, International Business Strategist and Author, and Timo Lumme, IOC Director of Television and Marketing Services.

Dr Sato commented that the rapid internationalisation of racing brought significant benefits for participation counties such as promoting national pride with their racehorses crossing borders to race in international series and race meetings.

“Now with the spread of the internet, people around the world have access to a wealth of information about horseracing before a race and it is possible to watch footage or results from your home in real time,” he said.

“This has lead to new forms of business activity. Within this kind of business activity, aside from the framework which has been supporting horseracing in a conventional way, there is something that seriously disrupts the flow of cash.”

Dr Sato commented on the cost of producing racing and that the new business activity was not contributing to the cost.

“This circle is not maintainable with those who are “Wealth without work”,” said Sato.

Dr Sato said that racing required the understanding of all governments to overcome the ‘challenges such as a reduction in the amount of money flowing back to the racing industry’ and that the time taken to resolve these industry issues between stakeholders is too long.

The Chairman called for all stakeholders to work together.

“If thoroughbred racing is to function as a sector within the leisure industry, racing needs to have all the stakeholders within the racing industry at the same vector direction and to function as one body......in order to tackle the urgent issues to ensure its continued growth into the future,” he said.

Dr Sato commented on the opportunity that new technology and multi-media presented for the industry.

“In particular there are rapid and drastic changes taking place in relation to the field of information due to increased use and variety of the way that the internet is being used,” he said.

“High Definition television is quickly spreading around the world. I believe those clear image are most suitable for watching sports and horseracing. Through being able to clearly see the vibrant motion of the racecourse, you will be able to re-create the live experience, and hopefully this will lure people into wanting to go to a racecourse and watch the real thing.

“Over 50% of JRA turnover is done using.... (wagering) technology on mobile phones or via a personal computer,” he said commenting on smart phones..

Peter Sheahan gave an entertaining address on engaging new generations into the industry citing the example of the Burberry clothing organisation that reinvented itself to appeal directly to generation Y with young marketing heroes, and control of its brand image and product.

Sheahan was confident the industry could engage with new generations, using the characteristics of the generation and their aspirations.

Timo Lumme continued with the theme of a worldwide brand using new media telling the conference that the Beijing Olympic Games drew bigger audiences than any Games in history, with two out of three people in the world watching either online or on television.

The recent Vancouver Winter Games saw the same amount of global coverage on online and mobile platforms as there were on television platforms.

“Recent Games have shown that, by partnering with the world’s leading media organisations, we can successfully use technology to reach more people and new territories,” said Lumme.

“We have established that rather than cannibalising television ratings the online broadcast of the Olympic Games actually increases television ratings, with record figures achieved in 2008 and in 2010 across both media platforms. Global on-demand coverage also makes time zone differences less relevant,” he said.

Lumme said that the development of new media such as YouTube and Google gave his organisation opportunities. The IOC has launched its own Internet channel, available on the YouTube platform, to broadcast Olympic Games highlights.

“The IOC has recently re-launched its website with a more ‘consumer focus’, and has set up channels on social media platforms, including Facebook, Twitter and Flickr. These media give the IOC the opportunity to speak in a less formal voice, to interact with, and engage young people,” he said.

Lumme said that the Olympic Movement objective’s of creating a ‘great live sporting, human, emotional, passionate drama’ and then to broadcast this to the widest global audience using ‘cutting edge production techniques and distribution technology’, while partnering the world’s leading media organisations for the ‘best expertise available’, was just as relevant to the sports industry as a whole.

Tuesday’s session focuses on The Great Debate – “What is the future of racing/wagering relationship.”

Michigan horsemen to help fund meet

Tom Schram, Daily Racing Form

Posted 4/10/2010, 3:26 pm

Michigan's Thoroughbred horsemen's group has approved the transfer of more than $170,000 from its overnight purse pool to fund 29 days of racing at Pinnacle Race Course during the state government's 2009-10 fiscal year that ends Sept. 30.

In March, the Thoroughbred racing season was reduced to three days by the state Gaming and Control Board, which said it was uanble to fund regulators at the track due to budget constraints.

Last week's action by the Michigan Horsemen's Benevolent and Protective Association requires approval by the state legislature, which reconvenes following an Easter recess on April 12. Approval is expected to be a formality, and representatives of the HBPA are working with Pinnacle management to determine a racing schedule.

Additional 2010 racing days in the new fiscal year beginning in Oct. 1 remain a possibility.

New York City OTB postpones shutdown for one week

Paul Post, Thoroughbred Times

Posted: Friday, April 09, 2010 3:50 PM 

Citing progress made on its fiscal problems, New York City Off-Track Betting Corp. decided on Friday to postpone Sunday’s planned shutdown by one week.

However, Gov. David Paterson’s plan to save OTB calls for a 48% reduction in payments to Thoroughbred breeders, which could bring that industry to its knees. 

Harness tracks with video lottery terminals, such as Saratoga Gaming & Raceway, would take the same size hit, and the New York Racing Association, which runs Saratoga Race Course, still would have to take a 15% cut in OTB revenue.

“It’s not going to be a long-term solution, it’s going to be an interim solution,” OTB Chairman Meyer “Sandy” Frucher said. “This really requires surgery.”

The state Senate wants to impose a 1% surcharge on all winning bets that it says would keep reductions to 15% across the board.

“It remains to be seen whether that stays on the table,” a Senate staffer said. “They’ll [state officials] definitely be working through the weekend.”

The reprieve means New York City OTB’s 1,300 employees still will have a job on Monday, at least temporarily. It also means New York City OTB will continue making some payments to NYRA. The question is whether NYRA will be able to survive the lost revenue—almost $700,000 per month—when it already is running on fumes.

“We are pleased that they remain in business, but are awaiting the plan on how they are going to fix the business,” NYRA President Charles Hayward said.

He declined comment on the potential impact of a 15% revenue cut from New York City OTB.

“Maybe we can get the state to figure out which end is up in the extra week our elected officials now have,” New York Thoroughbred Breeders Inc. President Barry Ostrager said.

Ostrager said a 48% cut in OTB revenues to breeders would put that industry out of business for at least a decade.

“It could be forever,” he said. “We’re really dealing with a serious crisis. This is crazy time. There’s no other way to describe it.”

New York City informed employees about a possible shutdown on March 26. On December 3, 2009, New York City OTB began restructuring under Chapter 9 bankruptcy protection. Since that time, its cash position has continued to deteriorate, prompting the threat of a closure.

Bill for New Track Passed in Nebraska

The Associated Press, Blood-Horse

Date Posted: 4/10/2010 7:49:45 AM Last Updated: 4/11/2010 9:55:41 AM 

Nebraska lawmakers have saddled up on a plan to help build a new horse track in Lincoln.

On April 8, they amended a bill to let the horse industry use a so-called turn back tax plan to help build a track in Lincoln that could cost upward of $20 million.

It was attached to a bill that would allow sales tax revenue generated near arenas to be used to help finance their construction. The bill targeted at smaller, indoor arenas got second-round approval.

One project that would immediately qualify is a proposed ice rink and concert arena in Ralston.

Horse-racing supporters say a new Lincoln track could help save the industry in Nebraska. Other plans to help horse racing have died this year in the legislature.
Emerald Downs opens 16th season of horse racing

Scott Hanson, Seattle Times

Posted: Saturday, April 10, 2010 - Page updated at 03:33 PM
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AUBURN - On a glorious, sunny Friday at Emerald Downs, the 16th season of horse racing at the track began at 6:12 p.m.

But the symbolic start was 10 minutes earlier when Dan Harrington raised his trumpet and played "Call to the Post" for the first of about 800 times this year.

"It's great to be back, but I'm kind of used to this," said Harrington. "I've done it 14 of the past 15 years. This is one of the nicer opening nights that I can remember."

It certainly started well for Deborah Hoonan-Trujillo, who rode favored Polish Dollar to a 2 Â¾-length victory in the first race.

"It's great, man. I'm the leading rider," she joked.

True, and her lead was extended to two when she rode Skimming The Wave to a 12 Â½-length win in the second race, becoming the first jockey to win the first two races of the season at Emerald.

Hoonan-Trujillo certainly wasn't any happier than 4-year-old Lydia Brannan, who found a perfect spot to watch the races, perched on her dad's shoulders. Don and Laura Brannan had brought their daughter after seeing how nice the weather was.

"It's cool," said Lydia, who earlier told her mother, "It's awesome like a possum."

It was not a good night for Ricky Frazier, who has won three of the past four riding titles. His first mount of the season, Teasha, unseated Frazier right after the start in the second race. Frazier was taken to Valley Medical Center in Renton for precautionary X-rays, but was reported to be doing well.

It was just the first of 89 days of racing at Emerald, but track founder and president Ron Crockett liked what he saw. He said a crowd of 9,975 turned out for the festivities, which included 40 flat-screen TVs being given away.

"Absolutely, I'm happy," Crockett said of the crowd. "I'd like to see them every Friday night."

No Flies On Doodle, a two-time stakes winner at Emerald last season, won the feature race. She held off Kaweah Princess by a neck in the $20,000 allowance race for fillies and mares at 5 furlongs. No Flies On Doodle, the favorite, paid $5 to win on a $2 ticket.

"You've got to like her, because when you put her on the track you know she will give it her all," said her trainer Vann Belvoir, who had three winners of the card, as did jockey Gallyn Mitchell.

Belvoir, who tied his father, Howard Belvoir, with the most training wins on opening night, wasn't the only one smiling.

"There are people on every floor, and it's a festive atmosphere everywhere," Crockett said.

Belmont scraps its overnight stakes program

David Grening, Daily Racing Form

Posted 4/9/2010, 4:50 pm

OZONE PARK, N.Y. - The New York Racing Association has eliminated its overnight stakes program for the upcoming Belmont Park spring/summer meet and will use that money - nearly $2.2 million - to increase purses for open-company races. Belmont's 59-day meet opens April 30.

Purses for open-company maiden and allowance races will go up by $10,000 from what they were worth at Aqueduct. The new purses reflect a $7,000 increase when compared to last year's Belmont spring/summer meet. Purses for claiming races will go up $5,000, and maiden claimers will go up by $3,000 from Aqueduct.

However, purses for New York-bred races will be cut by $2,000 when compared to the levels they were at for Aqueduct. Those purses reflect a $5,000 cut when compared to the levels they were at for last spring's meet.

P.J. Campo, NYRA's director of racing, said he came up with this idea in hopes of trying to be "somewhat competitive" with the upcoming meeting at Monmouth Park, where maiden races will have purses of $75,000 and allowance races will carry purses between $80,000 and $90,000.

"It seemed a better use of the money; you would think you would help more of the horse population," Campo said.

Campo said NYRA offered 33 overnight stakes worth $2.2 million during last year's Belmont spring/summer meeting. He said the average field size for those races was 5.5 horses.

Campo added that the New York-bred horse population is not affected by the Monmouth Park purse structure since that track will not be offering New York-bred races.

"You play to your competitors a little bit," Campo said. "The New York-breds, it is what it is. It's still a good program, and they're still running for decent money."

Campo said NYRA will assess how things are going in the middle of June before deciding upon a purse structure for Saratoga.

Historic women’s-only race to be run Preakness weekend

Liz Farmer, Maryland Daily Record

Posted: 4/12/2010

According to filmmaker Jason Neff, “everybody said a race like this could never happen.”

On Preakness weekend, eight retired women jockeys are running in the first “Lady Legends Race for the Cure,” organized by the Maryland Jockey Club and benefiting the Susan G. Komen For the Cure foundation, the world’s largest breast cancer organization.

The race will take place on Black-Eyed Susan Day, Friday, May 14 at Pimlico Race Course.

So why is a filmmaker commenting on this race? Well, he and Emmy Award-winning producer Linda Ellman have been following the eight women around for the last few months as they get in shape for the race, which also celebrates the 40th anniversary of the first woman jockey to ride in a Triple Crown race.

According to a news release, the feature-length documentary “Jock” will tell the “story of the courageous female jockeys who overcame sexual harassment, ridicule and life-threatening injuries to wage a gallant fight for the right to ride more than 40 years ago.” Next month’s race will be the closing act of the documentary.

Here are your riders:

• Barbara Jo Rubin, age 60, first woman to win against a man at a recognized racetrack, 41 years ago.

• Jennifer Rowland, 57, top pioneer female rider on the Maryland Circuit in the 70’s.

• Cheryl White, 56, the first African-American female jockey.

• PJ Cooksey, 52, the third all-time leading female jockey with over 2000 wins and breast cancer survivor.

• Mary Wiley Wagner, top 5 apprentice jockey in the nation in 1987 and breast cancer survivor.

• Andrea Seefeldt, Kentucky Derby and Preakness jockey.

• Gwen Jocson, record holder for the most wins in a single year by a woman.

• Mary Russ Tortora, 56, first woman to win a Grade 1 stakes race.

Diane Crump was the first female to ride in a Triple Crown race and placed 15th aboard Fathom in the Kentucky Derby in 1970. In 1993, Julie Krone was the first woman to win a Triple Crown race, taking the Belmont aboard Colonial Affair.

This might be an interesting marketing tool for Pimlico and the Preakness organizers if they’re able to get the word out enough. One thing horse racing has struggle with in the last oh, decade or two, is connecting fans with the jockeys. Sure we all know Big Brown and Rachel Alexandra but race horses come and go — jockeys are around for a lot longer.

Of course, these women are retired and this race is a one-shot deal. Any connection a race watcher might have with them won’t last long. But if track marketers can find similarly compelling story lines among jockeys who are still racing and push those out there, who knows? At this rate, it can’t hurt.

New Jersey-based trainer Seewald dies

Frank Angst, Thoroughbred Times

Posted: Monday, April 12, 2010 2:48 PM 

Trainer Alan Seewald, who conditioned Monmouth Park favorite Teddy Drone, died suddenly on Sunday night at his home in Middletown, New Jersey.

Monmouth Park General Manager Bob Kulina confirmed the 62-year-old trainer had died.

Seewald had a chance to saddle his first Kentucky Derby (G1) starter this year in Triple Crown contender Uptowncharlybrown. Uptowncharlybrown won this year’s Pasco Stakes at Tampa Bay Downs, where he also finished third in the Sam F. Davis Stakes (G3) on February 15 and fifth in the Tampa Bay Derby (G3) on March 13.

Seewald had been pointing Fantasy Lane Stable’s Uptowncharlybrown to a start in the Coolmore Lexington Stakes (G2) on Saturday at Keeneland Race Course.

In New Jersey, Seewald is probably best known as the trainer of Teddy Drone, a winner of 31 of 89 starts from 1988 to ‘95. Seewald saddled Teddy Drone in 86 of his 89 starts and 30 of his 31 career wins, including all eight of his stakes wins.

Teddy Drone secured two of those stakes wins, the 1988 Alydar Handicap and the 1994 Icecapade Stakes, at Monmouth, where he is a Hall of Champions member and was honored with his own day. Teddy Drone won or placed in 25 stakes races during his career.

Other top stakes winners for Seewald include 2003 Salvator Mile Handicap (G3) winner Vinemeister and R Betty Graybull, winner of the $200,000 Monmouth Park NATC Futurity in 2008.

Racing News

'Very good work' for Rachel Alexandra

Marty McGee, Daily Racing Form

Posted 4/12/2010, 10:13 am
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RACHEL ALEXANDRA 

Reed Palmer/Churchill Downs photo

LOUISVILLE, Ky. - Rachel Alexandra had another serious Monday workout at Churchill Downs, going six furlongs in 1:12 over a fast track. Afterward, trainer Steve Asmussen once again declined to commit the 2009 Horse of the Year to an upcoming race.

Stepping onto the track just before daybreak at about 6:30 a.m., and with regular exercise rider Dominic Terry aboard, Rachel Alexandra went in splits of 12.80, 25.40, 37.20, 48.40, and 1:00, galloping out seven furlongs in 1:25.20.

"She looked good," said Asmussen. "It was a very good work for her."

Asked when or where the filly might race again, Asmussen broke into a grin because he has steadfastly maintained for weeks that no immediate decisions are forthcoming. 

"We're just trying to get her back to where she was," he reiterated.

Rachel Alexandra followed her 8-for-8 season in 2009 with a stunning defeat at 1-20 odds in her 4-year-old debut, the March 13 New Orleans Ladies at Fair Grounds. She worked twice at Fair Grounds following that race before arriving March 30 at Churchill, where she worked five furlongs last Monday, April 5.

The $400,000 La Troienne Stakes on Kentucky Oaks Day, April 30, had been widely speculated as the next possible start for the filly, but it appears less likely as that date draws nearer that she will run in that Grade 2 race at 1 1/16 miles. Asmussen has said he intends to have Rachel Alexandra work every Monday until further notice.

Bone Chip Sidelines Odysseus

Evan Hammonds, Blood-Horse

Date Posted: 4/12/2010 3:06:27 PM

Odysseus, who finished last under Rajiv Maragh as the 5-1 co-third choice in the April 10 Toyota Blue Grass Stakes (gr. I), has a bone chip in his left knee according to owner Satish Sanan. 

“It’s a bit unusual, it’s rare to have a chip in the back of the knee,” Sanan said. “He must have hyperextended himself in the race.”

Odysseus, whom Sanan purchased for $250,000 from Nick de Meric, agent, at the 2009 Ocala Breeders’ Sales Co. March select sale of 2-year-olds in training, won the Tampa Bay Derby (gr. III) in dramatic fashion prior to running in Keeneland’s nine-furlong Blue Grass Stakes on Polytrack.

Trained by Tom Albertraini, Odysseus went into the Blue Grass to hopefully acquire more graded earnings to make his way to the starting gate for the May 1 Kentucky Derby Presented by Yum! Brands (gr. I). In the Blue Grass he set the pace from the rail with fractions of :23.89 and :47.96 before ceding the lead to Paddy O'Prado. The race was won by 40-1 shot Stately Victor.

“We’ll know more later today,” Sanan said about the health of Odysseus, who remains in Lexington. “It may be a non-surgical issue. We’re in the process of looking at his X-rays as a 2-year-old as well. We’ll do all the analysis and make a decision once we get the right prognosis.”

A son of Malibu Moon   out of the Conquistador Cielo mare Persimmon Hill, Odysseus was bred in Kentucky by Haymarket Farm and Lakemont Stable.

“It’s a tough game,” Sanan said. “The same thing happened a few years ago with Vindication. But we’ll be back.”

Noble's Promise Sustained Cuts in Ark. Derby

Blood-Horse Staff, Blood-Horse

Date Posted: 4/11/2010 4:49:04 PM Last Updated: 4/12/2010 8:57:16 AM 

Noble's Promise, the 8-5 favorite of the 61,000 fans attending the Arkansas Derby (gr. I) April 10, came out of his fifth-place finish race with cuts on both his front legs suffered while getting squeezed by competitors at the start and on the first turn.

“Everything that could have gone wrong went wrong yesterday,” said Walter Blum Jr., assistant and exercise rider for trainer Ken McPeek, the morning after the $1 million race. “He had problems getting saddled then it was all over right at the start of the race.

"He’s all cut up and we had to treat them with antibiotics," Blum said. "The Derby is three weeks away. We’re going to have to wait and see if he can make it. It’s hard to say how cuts like that might heal.”

Chasing Dreams Racing 2008’s Noble's Promise ranks second on the graded stakes earning list with $738,000.

After missing by a head in the Rebel Stakes (gr. II) after leading in the stretch on March 13, the son of Cuvee--The Devil's Trick, by Clever Trick, had a terrible trip in his return to Oaklawn in the Arkansas Derby.

Ridden by Robby Albarado, Noble's Promise broke out at the start and bumped and remained in tight quarters before steadying on the first turn. After getting into striking distance in the stretch, he lugged in and weakened to lose by 4 1/4 lengths.

Zenyatta could run next in Foster

Steve Andersen, Daily Racing Form

Posted 4/11/2010, 10:11 pm

ARCADIA, Calif.- It may be June at Churchill Downs or June or July at Hollywood Park before the undefeated champion Zenyatta makes her next start.

Sunday, the focus for the people behind Zenyatta was not finalizing plans for her next start, but getting the wildly popular 6-year-old mare from Hot Springs, Ark., where she won her 16th race in Friday's Grade 1 Apple Blossom Handicap, back to her year-round base at Hollywood Park.

Sunday, Shirreffs committed to giving Zenyatta a few days off, but not much else. "There are some options out there," he said, talking about potential races.

Shirreffs said the $600,000 Stephen Foster Handicap over 1 1/8 miles at Churchill Downs on June 12 is a possibility. The race has appeal since it is run on the same track as the Breeders' Cup Classic in November, a long-term goal for Zenyatta. Last fall, Zenyatta became the first female to win the BC Classic, doing so at Santa Anita.

On the local front at Hollywood Park, the $250,000 Vanity Handicap for fillies and mares over 1 1/8 miles on June 13 or the $500,000 Hollywood Gold Cup over 1 1/4 miles against males on July 10 are also possibilities. Shirreffs expressed concern about the Hollywood Park races, worried that Zenyatta would be burdened with a high weight in those handicaps. She carried a career-high assignment of 129 pounds in the 2009 Vanity Handicap. 

"What kind of weight will she carry?" he said. "It would be tough to do that."

This week, Zenyatta will do very little at Shirreffs's barn. She is scheduled to be walked for the next few days. "We'll give her a week and see how she adapts and gets over that trip," Shirreffs said.

Zenyatta won the Apple Blossom by 4 1/4 lengths over Taptam. By winning her 16th consecutive race and improving her career earnings to $5,924,580. Zenyatta equaled the winning streaks of horses such as Cigar, Citation, and Mister Frisky. 

Whatever track does attract Zenyatta can expect a larger crowd. Her presence at Oaklawn Park led to an enthusiastic crowd of 44,973 attending Friday's races.

"Hot Springs really got behind her," Shirreffs said.

Fonner Park: Arizona shipper surprises in Dowd Mile

Bill Hodtwalker, Daily Racing Form

Posted 4/11/2010, 12:49 pm

Elusive Pleasure rallied from behind an unexpected pace battle to spring a $20.40 upset in Saturday's $20,000 Dowd Mile Stakes at Fonner Park.

Making his stakes debut, Elusive Pleasure and rider Jordan Olesiak settled behind the front-end battle of Roaring Home and 2-5 favorite The Nutz. Moving between rivals to contention on the far turn, Elusive Pleasure responded through the stretch to wear down Roaring Home and score by a half-length in 1:40-flat for the mile over a fast track. The Nutz came up empty in the drive after his early efforts and faded to third, 1 3/4 lengths farther back.

Elusive Pleasure, trained by Jason Wise for his grandfather Ron and partner Aaron Swan, had been based at Turf Paradise this year and posted his third win of 2010. He previously had scored for a $16,000 tag and in allowance company on turf under trainer Dennis Sowers while in Arizona.

The Dowd Mile served as the local prep for the $75,000 Bosselman/Gus Fonner Stakes on April 24. Elusive Pleasure will likely be pointed to that stakes. Free nominations for the Bosselman/Fonner close Wednesday.

