New York OTB fires 35 workers

Matt Hegarty, Daily Racing Form

Posted 4/23/2010, 1:24 pm

New York City Off-Track Betting Corporation fired 35 non-union employees on Thursday and Friday, a move that will save the bankrupt company $2 million a year, the company's chairman said in a letter sent to state regulators.

Sandy Frucher, who was appointed chairman of New York City OTB last year, said in the letter that the firings were "just the first of many steps" that the company plans to take as it reorganizes under the protection of Chapter 9 bankruptcy. The letter, which was addressed to New York State Racing and Wagering Board chairman John Sabini, described the employees as having "management" positions. 

"While regrettable, this action is a necessary step to operate our business more efficiently and effectively as we look toward a new future," Frucher wrote.

According to a spokesperson for OTB, Benjamin Branham, the positions eliminated included 12 administrative managers, three executive directors, four senior directors, one associate director, three directors, and three special assistants. The positions were all "associated with headquarters and operations," Branham said. 

New York City OTB has 1,300 employees, most of them represented by unions. Several weeks ago, officials of the company informed employees that all of the company's parlors and its account-wagering operation would be shut down unless it received assistance from the state legislature, but the company abruptly reversed tack last weekend and said that it would stay open for at least one year while it attempts to build consensus for a reorganization plan that will likely call for reduced payments to the harness and Thoroughbred racing industries.

According to Frucher, New York City OTB plans to fire approximately half of its employees and shutter two-thirds of its parlors as part of its reorganization. Because the majority of its employees are unionized, the company is seeking legislation that would enable it to offer early retirement packages to employees as a concession to the union. 

"Once this legislation is passed we expect to work with our union partners to implement further reductions," the letter stated.

Hastings: Season starts Saturday

Kent Gilchrist, The Province
Posted: April 23, 2010
Thoroughbred racing is one of the most exciting, beautiful and, sometimes, profitable participation sports for its fans.

Plus, it's free to get in to watch magnificent horses pound down the homestretch to get a nose over the finish line first. If you've bet on the one that does, you'll be ahead of the game. Now that's entertainment!

So why is the industry in such trouble in North America? You've no doubt heard that the way to become a millionaire in horse racing is to start with $5 million. There's no shortage of reasons the industry is struggling. The difficulty is finding anything that resembles a solution.

The words: "I think we'll be OK as long as Glen Todd is around," are barely out of the mouth of trainer/owner Tak Inouye than leading local owner Todd beseeches: "Try and write something positive, because we really need it."

A couple of upbeat stories in the Province sports section are unlikely to do much to a shrinking betting handle. In the Internet age, where a split-second is slow, the 25 to 30 minutes between races and parade to post seem interminable for young people who could lose their grubstake on a slot machine in the time it takes to get starting gate open for the second race.

The industry, however, needs to find ways to get younger people interested.

"There's no rush like winning a horse race," said Todd, who was introduced to racing by his parents and hasn't been able to find an antidote in the ensuing 50 or so years.

"It's hard to explain. Even if it's a $5,000 claimer it doesn't matter if you win."

To that end, Hastings general manager Raj Mutti says they are increasing the number of waging ambassadors to explain the racing form and how odds on the tote board work to make new customers feel more comfortable. They are starting Friday-night cards in May and running them 17 Fridays.

With the B.C. Lions moving back to the PNE and playing games at Empire Fields, Hastings is partnering with the CFL team and will host pre-game tailgate parties and are encouraging football fans to come early to the races.

If there's a shortage of bettors and owners, at least the purse pool is holding its own and there are lots of horses to start the season Saturday. The barns are full and trainers have them tuned and ready to go.

The feature, a $50,000 optional claimer, has attracted a field of 10 including Spaghetti Mouse, the all-time Hastings money winner and eight other stakes winners.

Thanks to a re-allocation of purse money by a provincial government appointed committee there's more than $12 million available, slightly more than last year. Todd is also writing daily Hastings updates on his Derby Bar and Grill web-site. He's the biggest owner with "about 60 head" at Hastings, too. If he and Swift Thoroughbreds were to grow weary as Bob Cheema seems to have done, it would be disastrous for the track. Luckily, Todd has no intention of going anywhere.

"I said during our open house that we have the best, most supportive owners anywhere," said Mutti.

It would be nice to have a bunch more of them.

Pennsylvania Bettors Beware

Ray Paulick, The Paulick Report

Posted: 4/23/2010

Last December, when the Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Association stripped three Pennsylvania stakes of their graded status (after the races had been run) because the Pennsylvania State Horse Racing Commission failed to comply to drug-testing protocol established by the TOBA, I wrote that the Pennsylvania commission’s incompetence was regulation at its worst. I didn’t know then how bad it really was.

Philadelphia Park’s Fitz Dixon Cotillion Stakes and Pennsylvania Derby, previously designated as Grade 2 events, and the Masters Stakes at Presque Isle Downs, which was supposed to be a Grade 3, were the races that lost their graded ranking. It was an unprecedented and, some say, unfair decision by the TOBA, which instead of being criticized for the move should be applauded for its effort to clean up the sport. 

The decision was made because the Pennsylvania State Horse Racing Commission, under chairman Corinne Sweeney and acting executive director Mike Dillon, failed to establish TCO2 testing for alkalizing agents, commonly referred to as milkshakes, which every other state with graded stakes was able to do in order to comply with the TOBA Graded Stakes Committee’s drug testing protocol. 

It’s not as if testing for milkshakes came out of left field or the Pennsylvania commission had not been notified well in advance of the requirements and reminded of the potential consequences of not complying. Sweeney, Dillon and others at the commission chose to ignore them.

Incredibly, five months later, the Pennsylvania State Horse Racing Commission still has not implemented a TCO2 testing program for Thoroughbreds.

Milkshakes, which can be administered by flushing a mix of baking soda, sugar and water into a horse’s stomach by tubing through a nostril, are a performance enhancer because they help reduce lactic acid buildup that leads to fatigue in a horse. Believed to be rampant in some states despite rules that prohibited the practice, widespread testing for TCO2 levels in Thoroughbreds didn’t begin until 2005. It has slowed the illegal practice down where testing is in place. But Pennsylvania is not one of those places.

As a result, one horse owner told me recently, you could literally trip over all the tubes on the backstretch of a Pennsylvania racetrack.

Questions about milkshakes came up this past week when Anthony Adamo, who served as racing manager and trainer for controversial, Eclipse Award-winning owner Michael Gill, was suspended April 15 for three months for an incident that occurred at Penn National Race Course in Grantville, Pa., last Oct. 22. A stewards ruling suspended Adamo for possession of hypodermic needles and syringes and said Adamo had the “intent to administer an unnatural and unauthorized substance” to Lion’s Pride, one of Gill’s horses shipped in to race at Penn National that night.

The ruling did not say what the substance was, but Gill, in an interview with Matt Hegarty of Daily Racing Form, said it was baking soda found in the van that brought the horse from Gill’s off-site training center to Penn National. Gill said it was on the van to mix into the water off Lion’s Pride after the race. Lion’s Pride was scratched by the stewards. A hearing on the matter wasn’t conducted until March 23.

There’s no way of knowing whether Lion’s Pride had been given a milkshake before he arrived at Penn National that night. Pennsylvania did not test for milkshakes then, and does not test for them now.

Bettors beware.

Florida: Horse-slaughter bill awaits Crist

Robert Samuels, Herald/Times Tallahassee 

Posted: 4/23/2010

Without a single legislator voting ``nay,'' a bill toughening laws against those who butcher horses or sell or purchase their meat is galloping to the desk of Gov. Charlie Crist.

The bill, which cleared the Senate chambers on Thursday, had been a legislative priority for the South Florida delegation, where at least 22 pet horses were found slaughtered last year. They are presumably sold for their meat, sometimes even marketed to buyers as beef.

Rep. Luis Garcia, the Miami Democrat who sponsored the measure, said he hoped stiffer penalties would make the crime less likely. If approved by Crist, such acts would become felonies, punishable by a $3,500 fine and a year in jail. Selling horse meat is currently a misdemeanor. 

The bill also would criminalize butchering horses for personal use.

``A lot of people are getting hurt, a lot of animals are getting hurt. The way that some of these horses were killed, while still alive, is gruesome,'' Garcia said, referring to testimony from animal rights advocates.

Earlier this session, animal advocates predicted that this would be the year for tougher animal protection laws. Several lawmakers filed bills -- dealing with snakes, horses, dogs and cats -- that would not cost the state any money but would curry favor from voters back home.

That prediction won't necessarily pan out. With only a week to go, a bill banning the sale and import of Burmese pythons and anacondas is still pending in both chambers. But a bill allowing local governments to ban certain breeds of dangerous dogs, such as the pit bull, was killed. Legislators have also passed over, again, a bill that would ban human-animal sex.

The horse slaughter bill is the first major piece of animal protection legislation to be sent to Crist's desk. But its importance and urgency had to be highlighted for some lawmakers, who were skeptical about why it is necessary.

In the House, Rep. Maria Sachs, a Democrat from Delray Beach, spoke of the ``scoundrels'' who have broken kids' hearts by stealing and butchering their pet ponies. Miami Republican Sen. Alex Villalobos relayed the story of a friend who found her pet horse chopped to bits in a forest. 

And Sen. Larcenia Bullard, a Miami Democrat, pointed out that the bill would relieve her of the fear that she is eating horse meat when she thinks she's eating beef.

``We've had so many incidents in South Florida, particularly in my district,'' she said. ``So I hope that this will bring [this issue] to closure.''

Del Mar, TVG enter broadcast, sponsorship arrangement 

Press Release, Del Mar & TVG

Posted: Apr 22, 2010

Del Mar Thoroughbred Club and TVG have announced a partnership arrangement for 2010 that will extend to the racing network exclusive rights to broadcast races from the seaside track this summer while ensuring that the meet's showcase event - the $1-million Pacific Classic - retains its lucrative purse for its 20th running on Saturday, August 28.

The arrangement was announced simultaneously with the release of the stakes schedule for Del Mar's 71st meeting, offering $7.1 million in purses during the 37-day stand starting on Wednesday, July 21. The 2010 running of Del Mar's cornerstone race will be known as the Pacific Classic, Presented by TVG.

"We are delighted to have renewed our connection with TVG and in the process kept our brightest jewel shining," said DMTC president and general manager Craig Fravel. "In these times where too many stakes races are either being sharply reduced or discontinued, we think it is noteworthy that the Pacific Classic will remain one of the few million dollar races for older horses in the United States." 

The Grade I Pacific Classic, run at a mile and one quarter and open to 3-year-olds and up, has offered a purse of $1,000,000 since its inception in 1991. This season it will highlight a blockbuster racing card that also features the $300,000, Grade I Pat O'Brien Stakes and the $250,000, Grade II Del Mar Mile.

"The Pacific Classic is one of the premier racing events of the year," said Tony Allevato, senior vice president and executive producer of TVG. "It presents a unique opportunity to bring innovation and new programming both for the race and the entire week leading up to the event." 

TVG has been Del Mar's broadcast partner since the television company's inception in 1999. It also has served as one of the track's advance deposit wagering outlets since 2002. The sponsorship arrangement, however, is a first. 

"TVG and its parent company, Betfair, are committed to support the best that U.S. racing has to offer," said Stephen Burn, CEO of TVG. "At a time when stakes purses are being cut across the country, we appreciate the commitment from Del Mar and the Thoroughbred Owner of California to maintain the Pacific Classic at the $1-million purse level. Betfair's groundbreaking deal in the UK to sponsor at Ascot provoked great excitement within our business and we expect the same with the Pacific Classic, as Del Mar is as stylish and sophisticated as Royal Ascot with the added bonus of beaches and babes." 

The Thoroughbred Owners of California worked closely with Del Mar and TVG in putting the package together. Marsha Naify, the chairperson for TOC, saluted the organizations for their efforts.

"For two companies to work together with horsemen like this for the good of the game is special," she said. "It gives everyone hope that we can find creative solutions to some of our problems and in the process do well for all involved." 

Del Mar will once again race on a five-days-per-week basis throughout the summer from Wednesdays through Sundays. The lone exception will be Labor Day Monday, September 6. Closing day will be Wednesday, Sept. 8.

Prairie Meadow racing opens Friday; track's gamble begins to pay

Dan Johnson, Des Moines Register

Posted: 4/22/2010





John Gaps III/The Register

Trainer Lynn Chleborad of Stillwater, Okla., gives a kiss to her horse Buddy, ridden by fellow trainer Gene Jacquot, in the stable area at the Prairie Meadows track early Wednesday morning. “I just love that horse,” said Chleborad, who was the winningest trainer last season at the track.

Prairie Meadows hopes for a new start as its horse racing season begins at 6:30 p.m. Friday.

The track has tried to invigorate its racing program by changing the format. Prairie Meadows, for the first time in its 21 seasons, is completely separating its three racing breeds. A 67-day thoroughbred meet runs today through Aug. 7, followed by a 26-day quarter horse meet and a 10-day harness meet.

"It's going to be a really good race meet," trainer Kenny Smith said. "They have people coming in from all over the country. It looks like it's shaping up to be the best meet that we've had.

"People are coming from Chicago, Arizona, New Mexico, people are coming from Arkansas. They made the meet a little bit longer, so you can ship a long ways. When you have to ship horses 1,000 miles, it makes it a little bit rough. You don't have time to recapture your investment."

Previously, Prairie Meadows offered a shorter thoroughbred meet followed by a combined thoroughbred-quarter horse meet that ran into September.

Prairie Meadows made the change in large part to attract out-of-state stables by making the Altoona track part of a thoroughbred circuit. The Iowa meet starts after Oaklawn Park in Arkansas closes and ends just before the opening of Remington Park in Oklahoma.

Previously, the thoroughbred meet ended in early to mid-July and trainers had no place to race until Remington opened.

"It's going to be a great meet," said racing secretary Dan Doocy, who is responsible for recruiting stables to Prairie Meadows. "We have roughly 20 new trainers that we didn't have last year. And they're not just new trainers, they're quality stables."

Doocy said the format change helped. Prairie Meadows' previous format had been an uneasy mix. The first meet was short of horses and the mixed meet had too many. Trainers that Prairie Meadows coaxed to come for the thoroughbred meet would get upset when they had to leave for the mixed meet or have their number of stalls cut back.

"There was a lot of animosity and discontent," Doocy said. "You would tell them that they could come until early July and they'd say that'd be great. But then they'd get here and wouldn't have any place to go. They'd think, 'Maybe I can stay, even though you told me I couldn't.' It just harbored bad feelings. Now, there's no ambiguity to it."

The new trainers include Allen Milligan, who is based in Texas, but sent 32 horses to Prairie Meadows. Doocy said more than 100 horses are coming from Arizona and another 100 from New Mexico.

"The purses are good and our owners wanted to come," said Gini Franklin, Milligan's assistant. "It worked out well with the schedule so that right when this is over, it worked out for the next place we can go."

However, the change is a gamble. It came over the objections of Iowa breeders, who say the new format will cause a further decline in the state's breeding industry. The number of Iowa-bred thoroughbred foals has already plummeted by 50 percent since 1998.

"As breeders, we think this is still going to hurt our industry big-time," said Sharon Vail, president of the Iowa Thoroughbred Breeders and Owners Association. "We all believe that.

"As a breeder, we need days. We need opportunities to run. That is critical."

The Aug. 7 ending date upsets some breeders, because it means it may not be worthwhile for them to run horses as 2-year-olds, who usually start running in mid-summer.

Prairie Meadows counters that owners have to be willing to race their horses elsewhere, and not just in Iowa.

Last year, about half the horses at Prairie Meadows were Iowa-breds. If the format works, Prairie Meadows will add more out-of-state stables and have fuller fields.

If it doesn't, Iowa breeding will drop and the horse shortage will be accentuated.

If the meet is successful, Prairie Meadows also will be able to fill more races for its better horses. The horse talent at any track is like a pyramid, with plenty of non-winners at the bottom and fewer horses at the top.

"I think we'll see better quality and bigger fields," trainer Kelly Von Hemel said. "We have nice horses. I think you'll have more allowance races go. You still will have some that don't, that's everywhere."

The format change isn't the only new aspect this season. Along with new stables, there are new riders, such as Eddie Razo, Ramsey Zimmerman, Gary Baze and Glen Murphy.

There are also longer stakes races. The Prairie Meadows Handicap has been extended from an eighth of a mile to 1miles and its value increased by $25,000 to $100,000. The Prairie Meadows Juvenile has been moved from July to August and lengthened from 6 furlongs to 1 mile. It will be one of the nation's first 1-mile stakes races for 2-year-olds.

The centerpiece of the meet will remain the Iowa Festival of Racing, with six stakes races worth a combined $1 million on June 25-26. The June 25 races are headlined by the $200,000 Iowa Oaks and $250,000 Iowa Derby, both ranked Grade III on racing's scale for elite races. The $300,000 Prairie Meadows Cornhusker Breeders' Cup, ranked as a Grade II stakes, will be June 26.

The meet closes with the thoroughbred Iowa Classic Night on Aug. 7, with seven stakes races for Iowa-breds.

The opening weekend is highlighted by two $60,000 stakes for 3-year-olds - Friday night's Goldfinch Stakes for fillies and Saturday's Golden Circle Stakes for colts.

"Everything's positive," Doocy said. "I'm very optimistic. I don't know what it will bring, but I'm not going home at night worrying about 40- or 50-horse outfits canceling (from coming). They're on their way."

Plenty of horses to bet on at Emerald

Nick Rousso, Daily Racing Form

Posted 4/23/2010, 3:10 pm

AUBURN, Wash. - With the meeting's first stakes event still a week away, an allowance race for 3-year-old colts and geldings will serve as the feature race Sunday at Emerald Downs. First post is 2 p.m. Pacific, and the headliner is the ninth of 10 races.

The first 10-race card of the meeting, Sunday's program seems to signal the end of concerns about a horse shortage. The races for Saturday and Sunday filled as scheduled when entries were taken Wednesday morning, and Sunday's card attracted 72 horses, an increase of 44 percent from the previous Sunday, when 50 horses competed during an eight-race card. Average field size this Sunday: 7.2 horses per race. Average field size during the 2009 meeting: 7.43 horses per race.

The feature race, a 5 1/2-furlong first-level allowance with an $18,000 purse, lured the day's smallest field, but the five contestants appear to be evenly matched. They include stakes-placed runners Rescue Plan and Edaciously, speedy Turf Paradise shipper Boundtogetbusy, and two horses making their 2010 debuts after recording sharp maiden victories in their final start at 2. 

Much of the wagering will focus on Rescue Plan, who finished second behind Hollywood Harbor in the six-furlong Premio Esmeralda Stakes last August. A Roy Lumm-trained son of Smarty Jones, Rescue Plan returned from a two-month freshening to finish third behind the undefeated Forener in a $40,000 optional claimer last Saturday. Wheeling back eight days later, Rescue Plan figures to be a prominent pace player under 2008 Emerald riding champion Seth Martinez.

While Rescue Plan looms large, Boundtogetbusy stands out on the Beyer Speed Figure scale: Each of his three starts at Turf Paradise yielded a rating higher than anything posted by his four adversaries in Sunday's race. Trained by Charles Essex, Boundtogetbusy finished second in a $25,000 optional claiming sprint in his last start March 12. Troy Stillwell has the riding assignment. 

The other three horses are returning from extended layoffs. Edaciously, also trained by Essex, finished a distant second, eight lengths behind Koala Beach, in the restricted Dennis Dodge Stakes in September and hasn't been seen since. Gallyn Mitchell will be aboard for the first time Sunday.

Hoodoo Canyon blitzed a field of maidens in his only start, which came last July, and Bogachiel set swift fractions before drawing clear in a $20,000 maiden claimer in August.

Casino adds spark to Calder opener

Mike Welsch, Daily Racing Form

Posted 4/23/2010, 2:59 pm

Calder Race Course will usher in a new era on Sunday when the track opens for its 40th season of racing but first ever in conjunction with its brand-new slots parlor and poker room.

"It will be exciting to have all aspects of our business in play simultaneously for the first time," said John Marshall, Calder's general manager and vice president of racing.

Calder will again conduct two consecutive meets, the first to run 101 days through Oct. 17, with the 51-day Tropical meet to begin Oct. 21 and continue until Jan. 3, 2011. Racing during the Calder meet will be held on a four-day-a-week basis, Thursdays through Sundays, with a few exceptions. A fifth day is to be added during the Tropical session. Post time is 1:10 p.m. Eastern daily. 

The Calder meet will again be highlighted by the rich Summit of Speed on July 10, which is highlighted by the $350,000 Princess Rooney Handicap, the only Grade 1 race on the schedule, as well as the Grade 2, $350,000 Smile Sprint Handicap. As usual, 2-year-old racing will be a major focus again this season. Some of the top 3-year-olds in the country began their careers last year at Calder, including Blind Luck, D' Funnybone and Homeboykris. 

"It is a pleasure for Calder to showcase one of the country's best programs for 2-year-olds again this year," said Marshall. "Calder is also fortunate to be in a stronger starting purse position compared to prior years."

Calder will broadcast its simulcast signal in high-definition this year for the first time.

The meet will get off to a quick start, with Sunday's opening day program highlighted by the $100,000 Miami Mile, a Grade 3 race that has attracted a field of 11, including four from trainer Marty Wolfson.

Jet Propulsion, winner of the 2009 Miami Mile for trainer Dan Hurtak, was haltered by Wolfson for $50,000 out of a win at Calder in December. He returned quick dividends by capturing the Sunshine Millions Turf at Gulfstream Park six weeks later.

Mambo Meister, a stakes winner on turf and dirt, Pleasant Strike, and Pinkney Hill are also key contenders.

Development fund money helps Ellis increase purses

Thoroughbred Times

Posted: Friday, April 23, 2010 11:23 AM

The Kentucky Thoroughbred Development Fund advisory committee has voted to approve Ellis Park’s allotments for the 2010 summer meet.

Ellis Park will offer $1.4-million in KTDF purses for KTDF-eligible horses during the summer meet that begins July 10. The increased purses allow Ellis Park to offer $30,000 maiden races, up from $25,000 last year; and allowance races up to $38,000, an increase of $5,500 to $9,500 per race over last year, depending on allowance conditions.

For the first time, Ellis Park will pay KTDF funds for first through last place finishers on KTDF-eligible horses instead of the traditional first through fourth place finishers.

“The committee was delighted with Ellis Park’s proposed KTDF allotments. Increased purses for both maiden and allowance races allow for Ellis to compete with Arlington Park and the Indiana tracks,” said KTDF Advisory Committee Chairman David Richardson. “The committee hopes the increased purses, coupled with the payout percentages through last place, will entice our horsemen to remain in Kentucky and race in Kentucky.”

Ellis plans to offer 27 days of racing through Labor Day, September 6, with racing mostly Friday-Sunday.

Suffolk to open meeting later

Rowland Hoyt, Daily Racing Form

Posted 4/22/2010, 5:29 pm

Suffolk Downs will open its 2010 meet two weeks later than recent seasons to allow returning horsemen to make their way north for the summer.

Since taking over as the only Thoroughbred track in New England in 2004, Suffolk had opened on Kentucky Derby Day. It will wait two more weeks this year, starting on Preakness day, promising 101 days of racing for its 75th anniversary season.

"As more and more of the New England horsemen and horses winter in Florida, Delaware, and Pennsylvania where purses are enhanced due to expanded gaming, extending our opening for even a couple weeks makes it easier for us to get top-quality horses to return here," said Chip Tuttle, chief operating officer of Suffolk Downs.

The Massachusetts House passed an expanded gambling bill last week by a veto-proof majority. The same government chamber voted against casino bills in recent years, but is now led by Robert DeLeo, a Democrat who represents the district where Suffolk Downs is located. His bill calls for up to 750 slots at the state's four racetracks and two larger resort casinos at yet-to-be named sites. The state Senate will hold public hearings on the bill later this spring.

"Based on the recent legislative action in Massachusetts, we look forward to our 75th anniversary season with a renewed sense of optimism for the future," Tuttle said.

Suffolk will race on Wednesdays and Saturdays in May through Memorial Day before adding Mondays and Tuesdays to a four-day week for the rest of the season through Nov. 13.

Eastern Tent Caterpillar Egg Hatch Under Way, Numbers Up Again

University of Kentucky's College of Agriculture

Date Posted: 4/23/2010 12:00:00 AM Last Updated: 4/23/2010 1:00:03 PM 

Experts report Eastern tent caterpillars are hatching in Central Kentucky in increasing numbers.

"Some tents are the size of baseballs now, so they will be easy to see," said Lee Townsend, PhD, a University of Kentucky College of Agriculture entomologist. "Caterpillars in tents out on limbs are now relocating and building large tents on branch angles on the main trunks."

According to Townsend, now is the time to check wild cherry and related trees for Eastern tent caterpillar activity to determine whether or not any management is necessary.

"Tent caterpillar populations have been gradually increasing over the past two to three years and seem to be up again this year," Townsend said. "Populations vary considerably from location to location in a county."

Entomologists anticipate full-grown larvae by the third week of April. From the end of April to the beginning of May, caterpillars will likely leave the trees where they’ve eaten the available foliage and search for additional food to complete their development.

Once the caterpillars have reached these dispersing stages, controlling them becomes much more difficult, Townsend said.

Controlling Eastern tent caterpillars is vital to area horse farms, as UK research has strongly linked the caterpillars with outbreaks of Mare Reproductive Loss Syndrome (MRLS), which can cause late-term foal losses, early-term fetal losses, and weak foals.

During the 2001-2002 MRLS outbreak an estimated 30 percent of the 2001-2002 Thoroughbred foal crop was lost, and the state suffered an economic cost of approximately $336 million due to losses suffered in all breeds of horses. UK researchers conducted epidemiological and field studies that demonstrated MRLS was associated with unprecedented populations of Eastern tent caterpillars on Kentucky horse farms. Studies since the 2001-2002 outbreak subsequently have revealed that horses inadvertently will eat the caterpillars, whose hairs embed into the lining of the alimentary tract. Once that protective barrier is breached, normal alimentary tract bacteria may gain access to and reproduce in sites with reduced immunity, such as the fetus and placenta. Fetal death from alimentary tract bacteria is the hallmark of MRLS.

UK entomologists recommend that unless horse farm managers have been aggressive in managing Eastern tent caterpillars or removing host trees, they should keep pregnant mares out of pastures bordered by cherry trees or other hosts for the next several weeks.

Holly Wiemers, MS, is communications director for UK’s Equine Initiative.

Bullet Work by Crisp Tops Four Oaks Workouts

Ron Mitchell, Daily Racing Form

Date Posted: 4/23/2010 11:57:22 AM

Santa Anita Oaks (gr. I) winner Crisp worked the fastest time of the morning for six furlongs as four fillies being pointed toward the April 30 Kentucky Oaks (gr. I) worked over a sloppy track at Churchill Downs on April 23.

The fillies and their respective workout times were Ailalea, five furlongs, 1:00.00; Crisp, six furlongs, 1:14.60; Jody Slew, four furlongs, :48.40; and Quiet Temper, five furlongs, 1:03.60.

Crisp, a daughter of El Corredor   trained by John Sadler for Michael Talla, worked in company with Mona de Momma, with fractional times of :12.80, :25.60, :38.00 and :50.20 through a half mile. Her final time of 1:14.60 was the best of seven horses working that distance as she galloped out seven furlongs in 1:28.40.

A $160,000 Keeneland September yearling sale purchase, Crisp has won three of five starts and earned $252,120. In addition to a game neck victory in the Santa Anita Oaks, the filly also won the Santa Ysabel Stakes (gr. III).

Quiet Temper, the Fair Grounds Oaks (gr. II) winner trained by Dale Romans for owner Mark Stanley, breezed five furlongs in 1:03.60 with jockey Robby Albarado aboard. The Quiet American  filly was timed in fractions of :13.40, :26.80, :39.00, and :51.60. She galloped out six furlongs in 1:16.60.

In addition to the Fair Grounds Oaks, Quiet Temper won the Boyd Gaming’s Delta Princess Stakes Powered by Youbet.com and finished second in the Silverbulletday Stakes. She has won three of eight lifetime starts and boasts career earnings of $567,300.

Starlight Partners’ Ailalea’s time of 1:00 flat for five-eighths of a mile was the second fastest of the day among 21 working the distance. Working in company of Colizeo, who dumped the rider following the work, Ailalea had fractional times of :12.40, :24.40, :36.40, and :48.00. The Pulpit   filly’s gallop out time of 1:14 for six furlongs was faster than Crisp’s six furlong work of 1:14.60, the fastest of the day.

Trained by Todd Pletcher, Ailalea is a $340,000 Keeneland September yearling who has two wins in six starts, with earnings of $104,300. Her best win to date came in the Tempted Stakes (gr. III) at Aqueduct last November.

A daughter of Slew City Slew   trained by Bret Calhoun for Martin racing Stable and Dan Morgan, Jody Slew worked four furlongs in :48.40, with splits of :12.20, :24.40, and :36.20. She galloped out five furlongs in 1:01.20.

From 10 starts, Jody Slew has four wins and three thirds, with earnings of $188,179. As a 2-year-old, Jody Slew was multiple stakes-placed and this year she has won the Silverbulletday Stakes (gr. III) and Tiffany Lass Stakes, both at Fair Grounds. The filly is another Oaks contender that graduated from the Keeneland September yearling sale, fetching a final bid of $9,500.

Vanity most likely target for Zenyatta’s next start

Larry Stewart, Thoroughbred Times

Posted: Friday, April 23, 2010 11:39 AM

The connections of undefeated two-time champion Zenyatta, who has won both her starts as a six-year-old, have targeted the Vanity Handicap (G1) on June 13 at Hollywood Park as the Street Cry (Ire) mare’s next likely start.

“It all depends on the weights,” trainer John Shirreffs said Friday. “We just have to wait and see.”

Hollywood will assign weights on June 9. Zenyatta carried 124 pounds when she won the 2008 Vanity in her sixth career start and a career high 129 pounds when winning the race in ’09. Zenyatta was champion older female both years and a finalist for Horse of the Year in 2009 after winning the Breeders’ Cup Classic (G1).

“We don’t have a number in mind,” Shirreffs said of his target weight. “I’m surprised you’re asking me about the Vanity now; it’s so far off.”

In her two starts this year, Zenyatta toted 127 pounds when winning the Santa Margarita Handicap (G1) on March 13 at Santa Anita Park and 123 pounds under allowance conditions when winning the Apple Blossom Invitational Stakes (G1) on April 9 at Oaklawn Park.

Previous winners of the Vanity who have carried at least 129 pounds are Cascapedia (129 in 1977), Gamely (131 in ’68), and Silver Spoon (130 in ’60).

Winning the Vanity would make Zenyatta the first three-time winner of the race that boosts eventual Horse of the Year Azeri among its two-time winners.

Zippy Chippy Arrives at Cabin Creek

Old Friends release, Blood-Horse 
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Zippy Chippy, the racehorse known for his career defeats, arrived yesterday at Old Friends at Cabin Creek: The Bobby Frankel Division, where he will be permanently pensioned.

Cabin Creek is the New York satellite of the well-known Georgetown, Ky.-based Thoroughbred retirement farm Old Friends that was founded by Michael Blowen in 2003.

The 19-year-old gelding will join Cabin Creek’s seven other retirees, including grade I winner Thunder Rumble, who caused a sensation at Saratoga in 1992 with his back-to-back wins in the Jim Dandy (gr. II) and Travers Stakes (gr. I).

Owned and trained by Felix Monserrate, Zippy made headlines in the ’90s for never winning a race in 100 starts. In 2000, People magazine included him on its list of the year’s “Most Interesting Personalities.”

Monserrate refused to enter his horse in a claiming race just to get a win.

“I don’t want any crazy people claiming him. He’s like a member of my family,” he has said.

Zippy’s continued losing streak and his ornery nature resulted in his being banned from most racetracks by the late ’90s, but he continued to run at the Three County Fair in Northhampton, Mass. It was there on April 10, 2004, that Zippy made his 100th and final start, finishing last.

While he never won a race, Zippy Chippy, a son of Compliance – Listen Lady, by Buckfinder, was on the board many times, and retired with earnings of $30,834.

Zippy briefly had a second career as an outrider’s pony at Finger Lakes.

The first Old Friends auxiliary farm, Cabin Creek is located just outside of Saratoga in Greenfield Center, NY, and is owned and operated by Joann and Mark Pepper.

In recent years, Blowen and Monserrate have had several negotiations about having Zippy Chippy spend the rest of his days at Cabin Creek, and a deal was finally reached this week.

Cabin Creek is open to visitors on Saturdays. For more information, call 518-698-2377.

Raven’s Pass undergoes colic surgery

Thoroughbred Times

Posted: Wednesday, April 21, 2010 11:08 AM

Group/Grade 1 winner Raven’s Pass will be relieved from stud duty for the next six weeks after undergoing colic surgery on Tuesday.

The five-year-old Elusive Quality colt stands for $40,457 (30,000 euros) at Darley’s Kildangan Stud in Ireland.

“Unfortunately Raven’s Pass underwent colic surgery yesterday,” said Jimmy Hyland, Kildangan Stud’s director. “The operation went well and we are relieved he is showing positive signs of recovery.”

The 2008 Queen Elizabeth II Stakes (Eng-G1) and Breeders’ Cup Classic (G1) winner has covered such mares as ’06 Boylesports Irish One Thousand Guineas (Ire-G1) winner Nightime and Group 1 producer Ailya. His first crop of foals was born this year.
