Racing Commission: Cut Dates, Run Ohio Derby

Tom LaMarra, Blood-Horse

Date Posted: 8/20/2009 2:49:30 PM Last Updated: 8/20/2009 3:07:42 PM 

The Ohio State Racing Commission Aug. 20 brought the grade II Ohio Derby back to the schedule this year by ordering a reduction of five live racing days at Thistledown, traditional host for the only graded stakes in the Buckeye State.

The unusual action came because Thistledown and the Ohio Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective Association have been unable to reach an agreement on the race, which this year will carry a purse of $150,000, the minimum allowed for a grade II event. The Ohio Derby was dropped earlier this year, but its return has been discussed for months at the urging of the OSRC.

“We’ve been beating this horse a long time,” OSRC chairman Willie Koester told Thistledown officials at the commission meeting. “It’s a drop-dead date now. I don’t care if you run the race on Christmas Day and put a wreath around the winner.”

The Ohio Derby is now scheduled for Oct. 3, the day of the Best of Ohio championship series for state-bred horses. Thistledown general manager Brent Reitz said he would need at least six weeks notice to reinstate the race, and the clock is ticking.

“Being a racing fan, I realize the late notice can affect the field, but this is the 75th anniversary of the Ohio Derby,” Koester said. “Hopefully when better days come (to Ohio racing), we’ll get more graded races in Ohio.”

Under a directive from Democratic Gov. Ted Strickland, Ohio tracks can install video lottery terminals that will be operated by the Ohio Lottery. Movement on the plan has been stalled pending a ruling by the Ohio Supreme Court after legal action opposing the VLT plan was filed.

As of Aug. 20, Thoroughbred horsemen and tracks had no deal on the percentage of VLT revenue that will go to purses and breed development. The governor’s directive and enabling legislation made no mention of the horsemen’s cut.

Reitz said the Ohio HBPA offered to amend its 2009 contract with the track and run the Ohio Derby as long as the $150,000 didn’t come out of the purse account. That would have meant Thistledown, owned by bankrupt Magna Entertainment Corp. and for sale, would have picked up the tab.

“Magna and Thistledown do not believe it’s their responsibility to pay for the race,” Reitz told the commission. “It should come out of the purse account.”

In order to do so, racing dates must be cut. The commission settled on five days; Reitz said after the meeting he would have to discuss the development with MEC before offering any details.

Ohio HBPA executive director Dave Basler attended the Aug. 20 OSRC but had an appointment and left before the Ohio Derby was discussed. Commissioner Tom Zaino said he left a message on Basler’s cell phone but hadn’t heard back.

Zaino and other commissioners noted the OSRC had the authority to take the action because Thistledown and the horsemen’s group had assured regulators the Ohio Derby would be run in 2009. Reitz expressed concern the commission’s action would amount to a violation of the 2009 contract between Thistledown and the Ohio HBPA at a time when the track is being sold.

“I believe this is a best-interests-of-Ohio-horse-racing issue,” OSRC deputy director John Izzo said. “I believe we have it on the record that the horsemen promised the commission the Ohio Derby would be run. I don’t think the commission believed Magna would be eating $150,000 to make this happen.”

Izzo said the commission’s action could be considered a penalty or “remedial” in nature. He also said there remains a small window of time for the track and horsemen to negotiate changes in the 2009 contract.

Despite VLT Order, Turmoil Continues in Ohio

Tom LaMarra, Blood-Horse

Date Posted: 8/20/2009 2:48:35 PM

After witnessing the Aug. 20 meeting of the Ohio State Racing Commission, an observer wouldn’t know the state’s horse racing industry is in line for a potential windfall from alternative gaming.

Five of seven racetracks failed to have their 2010 applications for dates approved because they don’t have an agreement with horsemen or have other conflicts; several requested fewer racing dates than were scheduled for this year; and one facility—Raceway Park, a Toledo harness track--indicated it wouldn’t mind closing its barn area.

Racing commissioners and commission staff expressed annoyance over the developments given the potential of racetrack video lottery terminals and the fact racetrack officials and horsemen were warned last year to resolve dates issues early. Final approval of 2009 dates lingered into this year.

On the Thoroughbred side, Beulah Park was granted its request for 125 days of live racing in 2010, the same number slotted for this year. Thistledown requested 122 days, and River Downs 107 days.

A year ago, Beulah Park and River Downs requested huge reductions in dates for 2009 because of disputes with horsemen. There are no lingering issues this year, but River Downs and Thistledown still have no official deal with the Ohio Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective Association.

The Ohio HBPA wants Thistledown to apply for 187 days, the minimum number required for the Cleveland-area track to offer full-card simulcasts in 2011 absent an agreement with horsemen. Thistledown general manager Brent Reitz said track owner Magna Entertainment Corp. is in the process of selling Thistledown to an unidentified buyer and wouldn’t apply for more dates than it requested for 2009.

“We did what we felt was best,” Reitz said.

River Downs also is below the minimum number of dates—119—required for it to offer full-card simulcasts in 2011. When asked by the OSRC if the track has a deal with the Ohio HBPA, River Downs general manager Jack Hanessian said: “I haven’t heard from the horsemen.”

Ohio HBPA executive director Dave Basler, who attended part of the OSRC meeting, said there is no official agreement with River Downs on 2010 dates but he believes the request for 107 days of racing will be accepted by the membership. “I don’t think (Hanessian) will have to resubmit his request,” he said.

Dates for River Downs, Thistledown, and three harness tracks were deferred until a special meeting Sept. 3. Aside frorm Beulah Park, only Northfield Park, a harness track, had its 2010 schedule approved.

The OSRC reserves to right to deny any request for dates, and could do so at the special meeting.

“It just frustrates me the horsemen can say, ‘Yeah, we think it will be fine, but you’ll get a decision by Sept. 3,’ ” said racing commissioner Tom Zaino, who last year pushed for quick resolution of racing dates.

Penn National Gaming Inc.-owned Raceway Park, one of the tracks asking to cut dates next year, has only 53 horses in its barn area, general manager Bill McLaughlin said. The other horses ship in from farms or other tracks.

“We’re trying to investigate ways we could consolidate costs,” McLaughlin said. “We’re basically a ship-in facility now; we keep the backside open for three or four entities. It’s quite expensive to keep it open.

“I don’t think it would have a negative impact at all on our operation.”

The Ohio Harness Horsemen’s Association indicated it’s open to discuss the issue, but OSRC executive director Tom Fries Jr. said that isn’t a good idea given the current climate in Ohio. The OSRC must approve any track’s plan to close a barn area.

“For the betterment of the racing industry and horsemen, and with the potential coming down the pike, staff would urge them to do everything they can to keep the backside open,” Fries said. “With the opportunities that could be coming (because of gaming), it would be a tragedy to let that happen.”

PNGI is one of the backers of a November referendum to authorize casino gambling in Ohio’s four largest cities, including Toledo. The company hasn’t yet said it intends to install VLTs at Raceway Park, though the first licensee fee payment of $13 million is due to the state by Sept. 15.

When asked after the meeting about the apparent disarray that continues in the racing industry despite the VLT directive signed by Democratic Gov. Ted Strickland, OSRC chairman Willie Koester said much hinges on the developments of the next few weeks. The Ohio Supreme Court Sept. 2 will consider a legal challenge to Strickland’s directive.

“It’s going to be a while (before things straighten out for racing),” Koester said. “We’re all waiting to see what happens (in court), but we’re confident it will go the right way.”

Also pending is a deal between racetracks and horsemen on VLT revenue that will go toward purses and breeding programs. The tracks are offering to start at 4%; Thoroughbred horsemen have pushed for 10%.

Another meeting will be held the week of Aug. 24. It remains possible the OSRC, all members of which are appointed by Strickland, may have to use its power to bring about a deal.

“We have not been invited to participate in (those negotiations) as yet,” Koester said.

Ohio Panel on Record as Opposing Casino Plan

Tom LaMarra, Blood-Horse

Date Posted: 8/20/2009 3:42:08 PM

The Ohio State Racing Commission voted Aug. 20 to officially oppose a November referendum to authorize full casino gambling in the state’s four largest cities.

The five-member panel voted unanimously to prepare a resolution expressing its opposition to “Issue 3,” which would allow for four casinos, one each in Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, and Toledo. Last year, the OSRC adopted a resolution opposing “Issue 6,” which called for a casino in Clinton County in the southwestern portion of the state.

Commissioner Jerry Chabler, who made the motion for the resolution, said the commission supports implementation of racetrack video lottery terminals under a directive by Democratic Gov. Ted Strickland, but opposes the broad casino measure because it could hurt horse racing in Ohio.

Chabler, on the board of directors of the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority, supported Issue 3 just a few months ago, but said he changed his mind. He outlined his case in an Aug. 15 column published in the Toledo Blade newspaper.

Chabler said Issue 3 authorizes but doesn’t mandate the casinos be built; there is no timeline for construction of casinos; there are no provisions for payment of infrastructure improvements; and the casinos would pay the state 33% of gaming revenue. The state tax rate under Strickland’s VLT directive is 50%.

Chabler argued that a referendum amending the Ohio constitution should be more restrictive.

“If all these provisions can be added to our constitution, certainly this plan could and should guarantee that casino operators pay a fair price for the monopolies they seek, build within a certain time frame, and not burden taxpayers with infrastructure improvements needed to maximize casino profits,” Chabler said in his column.

One of the referendum proponents is Penn National Gaming Inc., which owns Raceway Park, a Toledo harness track, and would build the Toledo casino. The company has not yet expressed its intentions for VLTs at Raceway Park, which sits near the Michigan border.

Chabler said he expects his about-face to lead some to question his motivation as a racing commissioner, but said he simply weighed the benefits of the casino plan versus the racetrack VLT plan.

The Ohio Supreme Court Sept. 2 will consider legal challenges to the VLT directive. Each of the state’s seven tracks must make an initial $13-million license fee payment by Sept. 15.

Because the directive contained no language for purses and breed development, racetracks and horsemen’s groups are negotiating the split.

Calder rules off Kirk Ziadie, two others

Ed DeRosa, Daily Racing Form

Posted: Friday, August 21, 2009 10:53 AM 

Calder Race Course has excluded trainer Kirk Ziadie from training and racing at the Miami-area racino. Ziadie had been plying his trade while appealing a 60-day suspension for a drug infraction.

“Calder is exercising its management rights and making a reasonable business decision to exclude [Ziadie’s] participation,” said Calder Director of Publicity Michele Blanco.

Calder also ruled off its grounds a veterinarian and jockey agent. Blanco declined to identify them. A call to Ziadie’s cell phone did not go through Friday morning.

Ziadie entered Friday’s program tied for the lead among leading trainers with 25 wins. He did not have any horses entered Friday but had entered five on Saturday.

Ziadie was training at Calder while appealing a 60-day suspension he received from Florida Division of Pari-Mutuel Wagering because a horse in his care tested positive for Acepromazine following a race in 2007 at Gulfstream Park. Acepromazine is a tranquilizer listed as a Class 3 drug by the Association of Racing Commissioners International.

Blanco was unsure whether Churchill Downs Inc., the parent company of Calder that operates three other racetracks, would honor Ziadie’s exclusion at its other facilities. Arlington Park near Chicago is racing now while both Churchill Downs in Louisville and Fair Grounds Race Course in New Orleans are dark until November.

Ziadie, 40, began training in 2002, and he has since won 500 of 1,914 races plus training titles at both Calder and Tampa Bay Downs. More than half those wins (280) have come at Calder, though his biggest career win came when R Lady Joy won the 2005 Delaware Oaks (G2).

Ziadie also won the 2007 Kenny Noe Jr. Handicap (G3) at Calder with five-time stakes winner Paradise dancer. He is the son of trainer Ralph Ziadie.

Calder barn under quarantine

Mike Welsch, Daily Racing Form

Posted 8/20/2009, 2:37 pm

A barn at Calder Race Course has been placed under quarantine following the death earlier this week of a horse from the stable of trainer Stanley Ersoff.

According to track officials, the unnamed horse was placed under observation last weekend after demonstrating symptoms of a possible neurological disorder. The horse was euthanized on Monday. Tissue samples were sent to the state laboratory in Tallahassee for examination. Results of those tests were expected back either Friday or Saturday.

Until the test results are received, Ersoff's barn has been placed under quarantine by track officials. Other trainers stabled in that barn affected by the quarantine include Steve Budhoo and Jim Hatchett.

All horses residing in the quarantined barn must wait until the general population completes training on the main track at 8:30 a.m. before being allowed to train. In addition, no entries will be accepted from any of the three stables affected until the quarantine has been lifted.

Presque Isle racing secretary leaves

John McDulin, Daily Racing Form

Posted 8/20/2009, 5:52 pm

Dave Frizzell resigned as the racing secretary at Presque Isle Downs on Thursday. Frizzell took the job in 2008, the Erie, Pa., racino’s second season of racing.

I have done all I can do for Presque Isle and need to find something closer to home. I need to spend some time with my family, Frizzell said. I wish them all the luck in the world. 

Frizzell resides in Pendleton, Ind. The track’s general manager, Debbie Howells, said a replacement should be named shortly.

Presque Isle opened in 2007 with a 25-day meet, ran 100 days in 2008, and is currently in the midst of a 100-day season that runs through Sept. 26.

Former AZ Horsemen’s Bookkeeper Arrested
AZ HBPA

Posted: 8/20/2009

Kathy Parker, former Horsemen’s Bookkeeper for Turf Paradise, LLC, has been arrested & accused of embezzling over $140,000.00 while employed by Turf Paradise, LLC. At present, she is free on bond & has pleaded not guilty.

The AZ HBPA hired an attorney and a special CPA to help find all the monies that were taken & get the money from Turf Paradise & their insurance company. The HBPA believes that that all the money is now back in the hands of the rightful owners. Amounts from as small as $100.00 to over $15,000.00 have been paid back.  The AZ HBPA hired a special accountant and attorney so they would be sure all the money taken was returned to the owners.

The AZ HBPA thanks the Arizona Department of Racing for their help in obtaining a satisfactory solution.

Without the help of AZ HBPA, the AZ Dept. of Racing and great accountants, the rightful owners might never have gotten their money.

Billings: Horse racing begins Saturday

Gazette New Service

Posted: Thursday, August 20, 2009 12:10 am 

Font Size: Default font size Larger font size Live horse racing will be returning to MetraPark's Yellowstone Downs on Saturday afternoon with 10 races on the schedule.

Post time is set for 1:30.

The feature race will be the seven-furlong Yellowstone Downs Thoroughbred Inaugural Allowance, with a purse approaching $3,500 for the five-horse field.

"I like a lot of the races," racing secretary Norm Amundson said. "They're compact, but competitive."

There will be five to seven horses in each race on opening day, with seven of the 10 races showcasing thoroughbreds.

"I was disappointed in our numbers," Amundson said. "I'm always hoping for full fields. Probably not being able to train until (Wednesday morning) may have been a factor. Hopefully things will pick up, but we think the quality is good."

Around 300 horses are on the backside of the Billings track, with more expected.

There will be a total of eight race days this summer at Yellowstone Downs, including Sunday afternoon.

After this weekend, races also will be held on Aug. 29-30, Sept. 6-7 and Sept. 12-13.

Post time will be 1:30 p.m. each day.

Retired Horses Focus of Safety Alliance Panel

Edited NTRA release, Blood-Horse

Date Posted: 8/20/2009 1:14:21 PM Last Updated: 8/21/2009 10:18:47 AM 

The National Thoroughbred Racing Association announced Aug. 20 that the NTRA Safety and Integrity Alliance has formed a special subcommittee focusing on aftercare of retired Thoroughbreds. The goal of the NTRA Safety and Integrity Alliance Subcommittee on Aftercare is to work toward a national solution to issues surrounding retired Thoroughbred racehorses, including enhancement of aftercare funding and improvement of compliance and best-practice standards for racetracks and other industry participants.

"Our aim is to bring together the many outstanding leaders who do so much on behalf of our retired equine athletes," said Mike Ziegler, executive director of the Safety and Integrity Alliance.  "Through cohesiveness and cooperation among all parties, we think we can create a model that can make it easier for racetracks, owners and others to provide retired Thoroughbreds with a happy and productive life after their racetrack days are over."

Members of the NTRA Safety and Integrity Alliance Subcommittee on Aftercare include:

Madeline Auerbach, CARMA

Anna Ford, New Vocations

Liz Harris, Churchill Downs, Inc.

Lucinda Mandella, CARMA

Diana Pikulski, Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation

Mike Ziegler, NTRA Safety and Integrity Alliance

AAEP Contributes to Safety/Integrity Alliance

Edited NTRA release, Blood-Horse

Date Posted: 8/20/2009 5:25:02 PM Last Updated: 8/21/2009 10:18:11 AM 

The National Thoroughbred Racing Association's Safety and Integrity Alliance has received a contribution of $15,000 from the American Association of Equine Practitioners.

"The American Association of Equine Practitioners and its foundation are proud to support the work of the NTRA Safety and Integrity Alliance in its efforts on behalf of Thoroughbred athletes," said David Foley, executive director of the AAEP.

"The AAEP’s generous contribution to the Alliance is yet another example of the organization’s devotion to the wellbeing of equines everywhere," said Alex Waldrop, president and CEO of the NTRA.

In April of this year, the Alliance received a $50,000 leadership contribution from Pfizer Animal Health.

New York fund adopts cruelty measure

Matt Hegarty, Daily Racing Form

Posted 8/20/2009, 5:57 pm

The New York Thoroughbred Breeding and Development Fund passed a resolution at a board meeting on Thursday morning that will allow the fund to freeze any monetary distributions to a breeder who has been charged with animal cruelty, according to officials of the fund.

The resolution was adopted as a response to the arrest in April of Ernie Paragallo, an upstate 

breeder-owner who was eventually charged with 35 counts of animal cruelty based on the alleged conditions of dozens of horses on his Center Brook Farm in Climax, N.Y., according to Joe Mahoney, a spokesman for the fund. Under the resolution, the fund can block the distribution of any monies earned by a breeder until the charges are resolved, and, if the breeder is found guilty, can disqualify the awards, Mahoney said.

Paragallo had earned awards from the program over the past ten years that put him in the "top 10" of earners, according to Martin Kinsella, the executive director of the fund.

Also at the meeting, the board's chairman, John Sabini asked the fund to form a subcommittee to study whether employees of the fund could report on the conditions of horses at farms they visit.

The fund currently employs two people to visit all 400 farms that are eligible to win awards in order to monitor whether stallion and mare owners comply with registry requirements, Kinsella said, but those employees do not have any regulatory or enforcement powers.

Mary Thomas, Former MHBA Employee, Dies

Blood--Horse

Date Posted: 8/20/2009 4:42:38 PM Last Updated: 8/21/2009 10:17:38 AM 

Mary Thomas, who was employed by the Maryland Horse Breeders Association for 24 years, died Thursday Aug. 20. She was 76.

Thomas served as general manager of the MHBA her last three years with the organization. She retired in 1989.

Services will be conducted Monday Aug. 24 at 11:00 a.m. at Christ Church in St. Michaels, Md.

 Racing News

Del Mar: Two more horses put down at track
Hank Wesch, San Diego Union-Tribune 

Posted: 2:00 a.m. August 21, 2009

DEL MAR — Two horses were euthanized after being injured during workout sessions over the main track yesterday morning, raising the number of fatalities here this summer to 10.

At 7:25 a.m., Sovine, a 4-year-old filly with 23 career starts trained by Herbert Bacorn, suffered a broken right front pastern, the bone just below the ankle, according to a track veterinary report. Sovine had just finished a half-mile workout in 48 seconds.

At 9:10 a.m., Pauper's Prize, a 3-year-old colt with four lifetime starts trained by Vladimir Cerin suffered a broken left shoulder while galloping on the east (clubhouse) turn, according to the report.

Seven horses were euthanized because of injuries from July 19-30, with four of those coming in morning workouts on the Polytrack main surface, two in afternoon races on the main course and one in a turf course race.

Before yesterday morning there was one fatality in August, that coming in the last race Aug. 9 on the Polytrack surface.

Trainer has shot in both Assiniboia stakes

Bill Tallon, Daily Racing Form

Posted 8/20/2009, 1:26 pm

Trainer Charles Smith could be in line for a stakes double at Assiniboia Downs on Saturday, with Lady Countdown heading a field of five in the Jack Hardy and Ruby's Big Band topping six in the Osiris. The Jack Hardy, a 1 1/16-mile race for 3-year-old fillies, and the Osiris, a six-furlong race for 2-year-olds, each offers a purse of $30,000.

Smith actually will send out three of the entrants for the Jack Hardy, with uncoupled stablemates Morsel and Enchanting also going postward. But it is Lady Countdown, a double stakes winner and 3 for 4 over the local oval, who looms as the best chance for her owner-trainer.

Lady Countdown has yet to win going this far, but did miss the runner-up spot by just a half-length when beaten 9 3/4 lengths in the one-mile Assiniboia Oaks last time out. Mark Anderson has the call for the Jack Hardy.

Morsel failed to fire when sixth in the Assiniboia Oaks but had acted up before the start and that could have compromised her performance. A solid second behind Hilton's Cherokee when facing males in the 1 1/16-mile Harry Jeffrey, Morsel also ended second to Lady Countdown when making her local debut at 7 1/2 furlongs, and could turn the tables at this distance. Leading rider Larren Delorme takes over.

Enchanted, the third member of the Smith trio, is coming off a second-place finish in a one-mile maiden race, which was her third start and first outing in Winnipeg.

Muffin's Star was eighth when facing males in the Manitoba Derby. Before that she posted sharp back-to-back wins over members of her own sex.

The Osiris favorite should be Ruby's Big Band, who won the 5 1/2-furlong Debutante in her Manitoba debut but then ran fifth in the Barenscheer Juvenile vs. males back at her home base of Canterbury Park.

Honorable Lady, runner-up in the Debutante, came back to defeat males in the 5 1/2-furlong Graduation.

The other stakes winner in the field is Whatcha Gonna Do, who captured the restricted North Dakota Stallion at six furlongs last time out.

Sing Baby Sing returns at Remington

Mary Rampellini, Daily Racing Form

Posted 8/20/2009, 4:40 pm

Sing Baby Sing appears to be sitting on tilt for his first race since last year's Breeders' Cup Sprint, but his trainer, Jack Bruner, will not be taking anything for granted Saturday night when he sends the horse out in the $200,000 Remington Park Sprint Championship.

"Right now, I'm very happy with the way he's coming back," he said. "I think he's as good as he was last year, and maybe a little better. We'll see where we're at Saturday night for sure. It's a tough spot to bring him back in. It's a tough race."

Sing Baby Sing is part of an eight-horse field that includes Ez Dreamer and Sok Sok, the one-two finishers in the $125,000 Iowa Sprint Handicap in June, and Ravalo, the winner of the Grade 3 Maryland Sprint Handicap in May. The six-furlong race will share a card with the $100,000 Remington Park Filly and Mare Sprint, led by the Steve Asmussen-trained stakes winners Stealth Cat and Classify.

Sing Baby Sing established himself as a top sprinter last year when he ran second in stakes in Texas, Iowa, and New Mexico before heading to Keeneland and winning the Grade 3 Phoenix at 26-1. The score earned him a trip to the Breeders' Cup, where he finished sixth, six lengths behind victorious Midnight Lute after breaking next-to-last in the Oct. 25 race.

"He wasn't being real cooperative in the gate," said Bruner. "He kind of sat back and hopped away when they left."

While away from the races Sing Baby Sing had stem cell treatment, said Bruner, who trains the horse for Tom Durant.

"He had a soft-tissue injury, a small suspensory lesion that we took care of," Bruner said. "We also took a small flake out of an ankle."

Sing Baby Sing has turned in a nice series of works for Bruner, who wins at a strong 22-percent rate with horses returning from layoffs of 120 days or more. Chris Landeros has the mount on Sing Baby Sing.

"His fitness level is where I want it," said Bruner. "He's had several really nice five-eighths breezes, and galloped out strong."

Sok Sok will attempt to turn the tables on Ez Dreamer after finishing second to him in the Iowa Sprint. Sok Sok has shown flashes of brilliance in his career, winning the $100,000 Sugar Bowl at Fair Grounds in 2007 with a Beyer Figure of 109, and taking the $100,000 Duncan F. Kenner at the New Orleans track this past March with a Beyer of 100. Sok Sok will be making his Remington debut Saturday.

"If he likes Remington as much as Fair Grounds, I think he'll be tough," said Asmussen, who trains the horse for Savorthetime Stables. "He's a horse for course, and I hope Remington's one of them."

Luis Quinonez has the mount from post 2.

Ez Dreamer is a threat to control the pace. He set quick fractions in the Iowa Sprint, running the opening half-mile in 44 seconds before going on to win the six-furlong race by more than three lengths, in 1:08.20. Ez Dreamer earned a career-best Beyer Figure of 105.

Glenn Corbett has the mount for trainer Kory Owens.

Arlington | Two old-timers still stakes caliber

Marcus Hersh, Daily Racing Form

Posted 8/20/2009, 6:06 pm

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, Ill. - There is news this week of 10-year-old Better Talk Now's imminent retirement out east. Here at Arlington, there also are old-timers still going strong enough for stakes, with no one in the camp of either Silverfoot or Coach Jimi Lee talking retirement just yet.

What Silverfoot's trainer Dallas Stewart said Thursday, in fact, was that the 9-year-old gray gelding is headed back to Chicago from his base at Churchill Downs early next month to try and win the Stars and Stripes Handicap for the second year in a row.

"That's the plan right now," said Stewart. "He's been training great. He's just been having a wonderful year."

Silverfoot, an 11-time winner, will surpass $1 million in career earnings should he win the $125,000 Stars and Stripes on Sept. 7. In the race's 2008 edition, he beat Telling, who won the Grade 1 Sword Dancer last weekend at Saratoga and who will pass the Stars and Stripes this year. Silverfoot won the $54,000 The Tin Man Stakes here in his 2009 debut and finished a close sixth in the Arlington Handicap. His connections chose to skip the Arlington Million, a race in which Silverfoot finished fourth in 2008.

Silverfoot is a long-winded grass horse, while 9-year-old Coach Jimi Lee plies his trade in sprints. Dirt sprints. And to be even more specific, dirt sprints at Prairie Meadows.

"Can they keep Prairie Meadows open all year?" trainer Jim DiVito wanted to know Thursday afternoon.

Coach Jimi Lee does not do synthetics, but he has 5 wins and 5 seconds from 10 Prairie Meadows starts, and holds the track record for six furlongs there (as well as the Illinois state record for the distance). Coach Jimi Lee basically looked done over the winter at Gulfstream Park, where he was beaten 34 lengths combined in two starts.

"Physically, he just didn't look good over the winter," DiVito said. "Sure, we talked about retirement."

But after a Polytrack sixth here in June, Coach Jimi Lee got back to Prairie Meadows, and got back on track. He finished second for a $35,000 claiming tag, second under allowance conditions, and second last out in the $75,000 Prairie Meadows Sprint. Coach Jimi Lee is even closer than Silverfoot to the million-dollar mark, with $951,053 in earnings - and still counting, even at this advanced age.

Ellis Park | Court glad to be back riding closer to home

Marty McGee, Daily Racing Form

Posted 8/20/2009, 6:07 pm

Sometimes when he's riding in a race at Ellis Park, Jon Court gets an unmistakable case of deja vu.

"In a delightful kind of way," said Court. "It's a different atmosphere, that's for sure."

After he rode with a healthy measure of success for five years (2004-08) on the rugged Southern California circuit, Court and his wife, Krystal Lynn, decided to move closer to their roots. Court rode at the Oaklawn Park meet that began last January, and then the couple returned with their young daughter, Aubrey, to their longtime home in Shelbyville, Ky., in April.

Some racing fans might see Court as having taken a step backward in his 28-year riding career, but there were mitigating circumstances that led to him leaving California - most notably, a limited number of riding opportunities due in part to shrinking field sizes - and the bottom line is he is happy where he is.

"We're so much closer to home," said Court, 48. "Life is good here."

Going into this weekend at Ellis in Henderson, Ky., Court had ridden 21 winners and was tied for leading jockey with Corey Lanerie. Having been the Ellis kingpin for years - he set a track mark by topping the standings for five meets in a row, 1998-2002 - he is not necessarily intent on adding another title, but is reveling in the competition nonetheless.

"Ellis Park is in a league all its own," said Court. "It's a summer meet, family-oriented, with a sense of festivity that reminds me of the California fair circuit, like Pomona [Fairplex Park]." He added with a laugh, "Although they actually have a fair out there."

Court said he had mixed feelings about leaving the popular reality-television series "Jockeys," which was set to return Friday night with the premiere of its second season on the Animal Planet cable network. By leaving Southern California, Court also left the show, which is documented several episodes into the second season.

"I did gain some popularity with fans, although it hadn't become overwhelming in a daunting kind of way," said Court. "I've run into people in airports who recognized me but had never even been to a racetrack, so it's always encouraging to know we're building our fan base in a new way.

"My only regret is that I got really friendly with some of the riders on a different level of employment. I enjoyed that immensely, although it did get a little bit unnerving with the cameras and crew always following you. It's a little unbecoming of your general nature."

For Court, the "Jockeys" notoriety was just another mile marker in his career. A native of Gainesville, Fla., he began riding in 1980 at the now defunct Centennial Park in Colorado before steadily inching his way up the jockey hierarchy. Besides at Ellis, he has won riding titles at Oaklawn, Birmingham, Kentucky Downs, and Hoosier Park. Just before leaving Kentucky for California, he won the Japan Dirt Cup in November 2003, and in 2007 he was voted the prestigious George Woolf Award by his fellow jockeys.

Into Friday, Court had ridden 3,429 winners for nearly $77 million in mount earnings. His best years, money-wise, came during his five-year stint in California, as his mounts earned more than $7.2 million in both 2005 and 2006. Humble yet confident, soft-spoken yet articulate, he counts himself among the luckiest people walking the earth.

"I've been very fortunate in very important ways, with my family and my riding career," said Court. "Wherever we are, we're just going to keep doing what we've been doing."

Breeding News
Historic Windfields Farm to Disperse, Close

Edited Windfields Farm release, Blood-Horse
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Windfields Farm, the historic Canadian nursery that had a major impact on North American breeding, has announced it will close following the dispersal of its remaining bloodstock at this year’s Keeneland November sale.

Founded in Ontario by the late E.P. Taylor in 1936, Windfields has produced 48 champions and 361 stakes winners. The farm is credited as breeder of the winners of more than 10,000 races and horses that have earned more than $84 million.

Included in that group was Northern Dancer, the 1964 Kentucky Derby and Preakness winner whose success as a sire had an indelible effect on international breeding over the past four decades.

In an Aug. 20  statement announcing the closing, Judith Taylor Mappin, Taylor’s daughter and farm president, said it was a difficult but inevitable decision.

"What my father started has lasted far longer than anyone ever imagined," Mappin said in the release. "We have been so fortunate with our horses and our staff that we remained in the business we love for decades longer than expected. Now, with the older grandchildren beginning to face their own retirement plans, it is simply time to wind things up. Our horses have been so good to us, it was tough to let go."

E.P. Taylor became the first Canadian member of The Jockey Club in 1953 and was honored with Eclipse Awards as outstanding breeder in 1977 and 1983. His son, Charles P.B. Taylor, took over operations in 1980 and continued until his death in 1997.

During its 73-year history, Windfields was North America’s leading breeder (by purses won) nine times, and leading breeder of stakes winners 13 times. Windfield’s racing stable led the Canadian earnings list 15 times, with horses bred at the farm winning the Queen’s Plate – Canada’s most prestigious race – 21 times.

In addition to Northern Dancer, Windfields-breds included his three sons who won Great Britain’s Epsom Derby – Nijinsky II, The Minstrel, and Secreto. Other prominent horses bred by the farm include Eclipse Award winners Devil’s Bag and Glorious Song; and European champions Storm Bird, El Gran Senor, Shareef Dancer, Awaasif, Danzatore, and Try My Best.

Major stallions bred by Windfields included Storm Bird, Nijinsky II, The Minstrel, and Devil’s Bag, as well as Vice Regent, Archers Bay, Saint Ballado, and Northern Taste.

Among Windfields top broodmares have been major producers Kamar, La Lorgnette, Love Smitten, South Ocean, and Square Angel.

Medaglia d'Oro on Southern Hemisphere Time

Blood-Horse
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Medaglia d'Oro  , the leading sire this year by North American earnings and leading second crop sire, will be available to be bred on the Southern Hemisphere time, beginning Sept. 1, according to an announcement from Darley’s Jonabell Farm near Lexington.

From his first two crops to race, Medaglia d’Oro is the sire of seven stakes winners. His top progeny include Rachel Alexandra, who has defeated males twice and has totally dominated the 3-year-old filly division, and grade I winner Gabby’s Golden Gal.

"Medaglia d’Oro is shaping up as one of the world’s most exciting stallions," said Olly Tait, COO of Darley America. "The feats of Rachel Alexandra have been amazing and his progeny are displaying talent on all racing surfaces."

Something Nice

Girl Gives Money to Cops to Save Horses

Peter Hermann, The Baltimore Sun

Posted: 8/20/09
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Sophia Litrenta, the 9-year-old girl who ran a lemonade stand to raise money to save the Baltimore Police Department's Mounted Unit, handed the city's police commissioner a check for $2,319 this morning at the horse stables.

Sophia's at left, petting a horse with Commissioner Frederick H. Bealefeld III, at her lemonade stand on Tuesday. The photo was taken by The Sun's Lloyd Fox.

The little girl from Lutherville served the lemonade and cookies earlier this week after seeing reports that the horse unit might be disbanded if the city can't come up with about $200,000 in private funds. Budget cuts forced the city to take away funds and the department is seeking donations through a private foundation.

Anthony Guglielmi, the city's police spokesman, said the foundation has raised nearly $60,000 so far.

Here's how to donate money to the horse unit: Contact Laurie Crosley at the Baltimore Community Foundation for the Police Foundation. Donations can be mailed to her at: Baltimore Community Foundation; 2 E Read St # 9; Baltimore, MD 21202-6903. Checks should be made out to: Baltimore Community Foundation, Police Foundation Fund. The cover letter or check should specify that the funds are to used to support the Mounted Unit. The phone number there is: (410) 332-4171.

