Pennsylvania’s Drug Testing Mystery

Ray Paulick, Paulick Report

Posted: 9/23/2009

Three years ago it was a rash of positive tests for the Class 1 drug aminorex that had regulators and horsemen in Pennsylvania and several other jurisdictions scratching their collective heads. Today, it’s a Class 2 drug called lobeline that is showing up in trace amounts in dozens of tests at the University of Pennsylvania laboratory, and Pennsylvania horsemen are insisting it’s a case of contamination.

The tests have led to purses being frozen in as many as 30 races, according to Todd Mostoller, executive director of the Pennsylvania Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective Association. A number of trainers and owners are paying for split samples and hiring attorneys to fight pending charges. Winning horses have had their victories put on hold, and horses that finished second behind first-place finishers that tested positive are considered winners, though their owners haven’t received the applicable purse money.

Stewards, meanwhile, have temporarily postponed hearings in some of the cases while Dr. Lawrence Soma at the University of Pennsylvania lab is said to be researching how lobeline–a drug used in nicotine patches to help people quit smoking–is finding its way into blood and urine tests of racehorses. 

“I am 100% sure that nobody is treating their horse with lobeline,” Mostoller told the Paulick Report. “We have horsemen I have absolute confidence in that have done nothing wrong, and they’ve had horses test positive. And there are a lot of horsemen out of state who now are scared to death to come here and race.”

Mostoller and others said they’d heard the Pennsylvania Horse Racing Commission apparently had received a tip or some undercover evidence suggesting lobeline was being purchased in a powdery form, mixed with water, and then injected in horses to create a respiratory stimulant effect that is very short-lived. One equine medication expert told the Paulick Report lobeline clears the body very quickly and would affect a horse for less than 15 minutes. “You’d almost have to give it in the starting gate,” he said. “It elevates the heart rate for 60 to 90 seconds,” Mostoller said. “It has absolutely no pharmacological effect.

“If that’s what their intelligence is telling them, I’m sure Dr. Soma can get (lobeline powder), duplicate it and see if the results of those tests mirror what the test results have been,” said Mostoller.

Calls to Joseph Mushalko, director of operations for the Pennsylvania Horse Racing Commission, were not returned, nor was an email to Dr. Soma at the University of Pennsylvania lab. (UPDATE: SEE END OF STORY FOR COMMENT FROM PENNSYLVANIA HORSE RACING COMMISSION.)

The positive tests for lobeline began this spring with standardbred horses and have picked up through the summer with both standardbreds and Thoroughbreds. Most of the tests are measuring between 1.5 and 6 picograms, the Paulick Report was told (a picogram is one-thousandth of a nanogram or one trillionth of a gram), although some have been as high as 100 picograms. There is no threshold level for lobeline in Pennsylvania.

“They are very proud of their instrumentation at the lab and are able to go after extremely low levels of a drug,” the Paulick Report was told by a source familiar with the Pennsylvania lab. “To my knowledge, these cases represent the first time lobeline has been called as a positive anywhere in the U.S.”

Many horsemen feel lobelia inflata, a plant indigenous to the northeastern United States, has found its way into feed or supplements and is causing the positive drug tests for lobeline. Lobelia inflata, also known as puke weed or Indian tobacco, has been used as an herbal remedy to induce vomiting or treat asthma or other respiratory ailments in humans. But Soma is said to have administered lobelia plants to horses and has been unable to duplicate the test results.

The lobeline positives in Pennsylvania are reminiscent of scopolamine prosecutions in California 15 years ago against Hall of Fame trainers Richard Mandella and Ron McAnally, the late Willard Proctor and Mark Hennig. In those cases, there was strong evidence that hay or straw—even potentially in the state test barn—was contaminated with jimsonweed, which can contain scopolamine. The trainers were eventually absolved of any wrongdoing (after spending thousands of dollars in legal fees), but the owners of the horses that tested positive lost their purse money.

Pennsylvania regulators may not be rushing to prosecute the lobelia cases because of what happened with the positive tests in 2006 for aminorex, a weight-loss stimulant drug that hadn’t been manufactured for nearly 20 years because of dangerous side effects. Positive tests for a metabolite of that drug were found in Ontario, Canada, Ohio, Pennsylvania and even Hong Kong, but the cases were dropped when scientific research determined it may not have been aminorex but a substance found in a deworming product.

“Reputable horsemen were involved then,” Mostoller said. “It’s a very similar situation to what we have now. At first the racing commission was very reluctant to do any research on (lobeline), but reputable horsemen with not even a parking ticket on their records started getting positives. With aminorex, all the trainers were exonerated and the purses were reissued to the original horses.”

“Everybody should want to know the truth here,” Mostoller said. “Dr. Soma at all times is interested in finding out what is going on, but he was shut down by not being able to send any samples to the Pennsylvania Equine Toxicology Lab to do his research. You would think that as a veterinarian Dr. (Corinne) Sweeney (chairman of the Pennsylvania Horse Racing Commission) would want to know the truth, too. But they are still calling positives and are still scheduling stewards’ hearings. People are still hiring attorneys, paying for split samples, and having purses held.”

The Paulick Report will update this story if and when we hear back from the Pennsylvania Horse Racing Commission or University of Pennsylvania testing laboratory.

UPDATE (9:00 A.M., Wednesday, Sept. 23): Joseph Mushalko of the Pennsylvania Horse Racing Commission returned a phone call Wednesday morning after this story was published, but could not provide details about the number of cases, from which tracks the positive tests came, or what research is being conducted because all of the cases "are still under investigation." Mushalko said one case had been adjudicated but is under appeal and that the trainer has received a stay from a 90-day suspension and $1,000 fine. He also confimed that the aminorex cases from 2006 were all dismissed.

Class 1 Positive Brings One-Year Suspension

Dan Johnson, Blood-Horse

Date Posted: 9/21/2009 10:11:40 PM Last Updated: 9/22/2009 10:30:17 AM 

Trainer Dave Anderson has been suspended for one year after Reach One More tested positive for oxymorphone following his victory in the Aug. 1 Iowa Stallion Stakes at Prairie Meadows Racetrack & Casino.

Oxymorphone is a powerful form of morphine that constitutes a Class 1 violation for the heaviest infractions in racing’s five-class rating system. In addition to the suspension, Anderson was given an administrative penalty of $1,000, and Reach One More was disqualified; his owners must forfeit his $49,761 winner’s share.

Anderson had three business days to appeal. During the hearing, he stated he never had oxymorphone administered and had no knowledge of what caused the positive.

Anderson said he accepted responsibility as trainer, but noted suspensions in other states were four to six months, rather than the year called for under the guidelines set by the Association of Racing Commissioners International.

Anderson also had two horses test positive for oxymorphone in Nebraska, where he has been one of that state’s leading trainers. Those hearings are pending the result of testing the split samples, according to Nebraska stewards.

Reach One More’s disqualification means the top two finishers of the Iowa Stallion Stakes were taken down for drug positives, a first for any race at Prairie Meadows. Earlier, runner-up Sharik was disqualified from second for having traces of trichloromethiazide, a diuretic used to reduce swelling in limbs. Trainer Tony Rengstorf was also fined $500.

Trichloromethiazide is a Class 3 violation for which the guidelines call for disqualification and fine, but no suspension.

The two rulings mean third-place finisher Karl’s Speed Demon stands to be the official winner. Including his Iowa-bred bonus, his earnings from the race would leap from $12,026 to $72,153.

It would also put him in the lead to be the Iowa-bred Horse of the Year, which goes to the horse with the highest earnings, at $154,515. That’s about $1,500 more than defending champion Red Hot N Gold.

Court ruling on slots tips odds on Harrah's Thistledown deal

Reginald Fields, Cleveland Plain Dealer
Posted: Wednesday, September 23, 2009 

Columbus- The fallout from this week's court decision delaying Ohio's shift toward slot machines may cost Gov. Ted Strickland one crucial gambling partner. 

Harrah's Operating Co., which last week agreed to buy the bankrupt Thistledown Racetrack in North Randall for $89.5 million, has a provision allowing it to back out of the deal if Ohio's slots proposal stalls until there is a vote of the people. 

Harrah's, a well-known Las Vegas gaming company that owns 38 casinos and two horse racing tracks, appears to be interested in Thistledown only if it can operate slot machine gambling as Strickland and the Ohio legislature authorized in July. 

But on Monday, the Ohio Supreme Court, in a 6-1 ruling, said the governor's slots program is subject to a referendum. The ruling sides with a conservative group that had sued the state for the right to put the gambling expansion proposal before voters. 

The earliest the referendum could appear on the ballot is November 2010, which would blow the governor's plans to plug in up to 17,500 slot machines, called video lottery terminals, or VLTs, at Ohio's seven horse racing tracks as early as next May. 

In an agreement to purchase Thistledown, Harrah's stipulates that it can back out of the deal if the video lottery terminal law becomes subject "to the right of referendum." 

A Harrah's spokesman said despite Monday's court decision, the company still hopes to take over Thistledown and turn it into an attractive racino. He would not say if the company would invoke the back-out clause. 

"It's premature to say," said Harrah's spokesman Gary Thompson. "I don't think there has been a great deal of thought about that here. I think we are excited about the potential of being at Thistledown." 

LetOhioVote, the committee that defeated the state in court on Monday, has 90 days to gather enough signatures for a referendum that could block the slots plan. 

That's not the only trouble for the governor. The owners of the seven tracks were each supposed to make a $13 million down payment toward the $65 million licensing fee by Sept. 15. 

But only two tracks did - Northfield Park in Summit County and Raceway Park in Toledo. 

The rest have been leery that legal challenges could delay or kill the slots program. Strickland on Monday urged track owners to hang in there with him, saying he might have other options, which he would not divulge. The state's legal arguments in the case, however, suggest that the governor can use his executive power and doesn't need a law on the books to authorize slots. 

While the governor's slots plan is troubled, even larger ramifications loom for the state's budget. 

Strickland, who reversed his anti-gambling stance in embracing slots, is counting on the plan to help generate $933 million for Ohio between now and June 2011. 

The slots agreement was key in helping lawmakers and the governor end contentious budget negotiations this summer and agree to a balanced deal. 

But that optimistic revenue figure will only be realized if all seven Ohio tracks come online with slots as planned next spring and enough Ohioans give the machines a whirl. 

The Harrah's agreement also requires the track's operator to keep 50 percent or more of net proceeds from slots and says government entities cannot otherwise change the slots law or substantially increase gambling competition in Northeast Ohio. 

KY: Geary weighing options; Racing requests due on Oct. 1

Tim Ethridge, Evansville Courier-Press

Posted: Wednesday, September 23, 2009 

Ron Geary has seen all the past performance charts he needs to see. But an uncertain future has the Ellis Park owner reluctant to tip his hand on whether he'll apply for race dates for 2010.

"It's like when you're handicapping two horses, and there's still 10 minutes until the gate will open," Geary said Tuesday from Louisville. "You're going to keep handicapping until you have to get to the window to get in your wager."

In the case of race dates for next year, the Kentucky Horse Racing Commission has set post time at 4 p.m. EDT on Thursday, Oct. 1. That's when the state's thoroughbred facilities — Ellis, Churchill Downs, Keeneland, Turfway Park and Kentucky Downs — must submit their requests.

Last year, Geary amended his original dates from 48 to 23, then added five more to 28. Ellis Park had a successful on-track meet, with attendance up 22 percent per day, ontrack handle up slightly more than 11 percent per day. But following a nationwide trend, the all-sources handle, including money bet on other tracks and online on Ellis races, dropped almost 16 percent.

That, along with the Indiana tracks raising purse structures and so-far unsuccessful attempts in Kentucky to add slot machines at the tracks, has Geary hedging his bet.

"We're certainly not lacking of energy or enthusiasm or optimism (in seeking slot legislation when the Kentucky legislature reconvenes in January)," said Geary. "We're going to keep swinging. But we obviously have decisions to make before then."

Geary is going through a relicensing process, as are all of the Kentucky tracks. Ellis is open for simulcasting, and the oval is available for morning training at least for the time being.

Kentucky also got a bit of a break on Monday, when the Ohio Supreme Court ruled that a statewide referendum is required before slots can go into tracks in the Buckeye State — which would have as severe consequences for Turfway Park near Cincinnati as the casino-style gambling in Indiana has had on Ellis Park.

Once applications for 2010 dates are in hand, the KHRC has until Nov. 1 to approve the requests.

"We're still hopeful that the (state) Senate will do the right thing, put us on an even playing field," said Geary, who has said he lost more than $2 million each of the past two years and isn't sure how the 2009 ledger will balance out. "Hopefully there still are some winners out there to be found."

States: No luck from gambling

Ben Rooney, CNNMoney.com 

Last Updated: September 21, 2009: 4:26 PM ET

NEW YORK (CNNMoney.com) -- Recession-weary Americans aren't gambling the way they used to -- and that could be a problem for many U.S. states already struggling with record budget gaps due to the weak economy.

State revenues from all sources of authorized gambling fell 2.8% in fiscal 2009, according to a report from the Rockefeller Institute of Government released Monday. It was the first decline in data going back at least 20 years.

"It's not a huge decline, but it's sobering," said Mark Marchand, director of communications for the Rockefeller Institute.

Lottery income, the largest source of state gambling revenues, fell 2.6%. It was the first annual drop in lottery revenue going back to 1970, according to the group.

Income from casinos fell 8.5%, while revenue from pari-mutuel wagering, which includes dog and horse racing, sank nearly 15%.

However, revenue from race tracks that also host electronic gambling machines such as slot-machines, or "racinos," increased by 6.7%, largely because of new racinos opening in Indiana and Pennsylvania, the report said.

Lucy Dadayan, a Rockefeller Institute senior analyst, said the decline in gambling revenue is a red flag for states planning to expand gambling activities to help pay for social services.

"Expenditures on education and other programs will generally grow more rapidly than gambling revenue over time," Dadayan said in a a statement. "Thus, new gambling operations that are intended to pay for normal increases in general state spending may add to, rather than ease, long-term budget imbalances."

Over the past year, the report said 25 states have proposed or considered expanding gambling activities, according to the report.

The decline in gambling revenues comes as the U.S. economy struggles to recover from one of the longest recessions on record. The report said the drop in gambling revenue was "likely influenced by the current economic downturn."

Of the 41 states with major gambling revenue, 28 states reported declines over the year, with 14 states reporting decreases of more than 5%, according to the report.

However, the study did not include income from Native American casinos, which are active in 32 states, because comprehensive data were not available.

Twelve states showed growth in revenue collections from the major sources of gambling.

While the report said gambling revenue plays a "relatively small" role in state budgets, this year's drop comes after several years of sustained growth.

Overall gambling revenues increase by 60% over the previous decade, from $15 billion in fiscal year 1998 to $24 billion in fiscal year 2008, according to the report.

During that same period, state revenues from gambling activities amounted to no less than 2.1% and no more than 2.5% of state-generated general revenues. 

Torres reinstatement decision expected Tuesday

Marty McGee, Daily Racing Form

Posted 9/23/2009, 11:07 am

The licensing review committee of the Kentucky Horse Racing Commission heard a plea for reinstatement from jockey Francisco Torres on Tuesday afternoon but deferred a decision on whether to grant him a conditional license, pending a regularly scheduled meeting of the full commission this coming Tuesday in Lexington, Ky.

Torres, who is seeking to ride in Kentucky for the first time in nearly nine years, was represented at the meeting by noted equine attorney Joel Turner. Torres, now 40, was barred by proprietary prerogative and without comment by Churchill Downs management midway through the 2000 fall meet. Leading up to that banishment, Torres had a documented history of substance abuse that he since has succeeded in putting behind him. Churchill has lifted its ban of Torres, clearing the way for his return to riding in Kentucky.

"Riding at Churchill and Keeneland always was, and still is, a big thing," Torres said early Tuesday when visiting horsemen in the Churchill stable area. "Being on the sidelines as long as I've been, I've realized it's an honor and a privilege to ride here, and I'm really taking that to heart."

Torres, 40, enjoyed considerable success on the Kentucky circuit in the late 1990s, when he led meets at Turfway Park and Ellis Park and was a perennial top-10 rider at Churchill. He has 2,170 wins in North American in a career dating to 1986. He also rode competitively for four years in Saudi Arabia in the early 2000s.

Torres, who with 74 wins is the second-leading rider at the Louisiana Downs meet that ends Oct. 4, said he will ride this fall at Keeneland, which runs Oct. 9-31, and Churchill, Nov. 1-28, before moving to the Fair Grounds for the winter.

Stipulations of his conditional license will be revealed if and when the commission approves his reinstatement, chief steward John Veitch said Wednesday.

* The licensing review committee also heard testimony Tuesday concerning the progress being made by jockey Miguel Mena as it relates to his Sept. 1 arrest for drunken driving in Louisville. Except for taking off his mounts on Sept. 4, Mena, 22, has ridden without interruption since that incident under conditional approval from the commission. "Miguel is being permitted to ride as long as he continues to abide by the mandates of the commission," said Veitch.

Classic winner Summer Squall euthanized at age 22

http://horseracing.bloginky.com
Alicia Wincze,  on September 22, 2009

Summer Squall, winner of the 1990 Preakness Stakes, was euthanized today at Lane’s End Farm due to infirmities of old age. The son of Storm Bird was 22.

Out of Broodmare of the Year Weekend Surprise, Summer Squall was a Lane’s End homebred and stood his entire career at the Versailles farm before being pensioned in 2004 due to fertility issues.

Summer Squall was one of the standouts of his generation on the racetrack, winning the 13 of 20 career starts - including his triumph over Kentucky Derby winner Unbridled in the Preakness - for trainer Neil Howard with career earnings of $1,844,282. The bay horse captured the Grade I Hopeful Stakes as a 2-year-old and won the Grade II Jim Beam and Blue Grass Stakes during his sophomore campaign prior to finishing second in the 1990 Kentucky Derby.

A half brother to 1992 Horse of the Year A.P. Indy, Summer Squall went on to sire 1999 Kentucky Derby winner Charismatic as well as 1996 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies winner Storm Song and Grade I winners Summerly and Summer Colony.

“He was an important part of one of Lane’s End’s great families,” said Will Farish, owner of Lane’s End.

Summer Squall has sired 37 stakes winners including 19 graded stakes winners from 12 crops of racing age. To date, he has progeny earnings of $34,226,230.

Prominent Sire El Prado Dead

Esther Marr, Blood-Horse

Date Posted: 9/22/2009 2:04:51 PM Last Updated: 9/22/2009 3:21:59 PM 
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El Prado (IRE)

Photo: Anne M. Eberhardt  

El Prado  , the horse that inspired Frank Stronach to get involved in the stallion business, died of an apparent heart attack in his paddock at Adena Springs near Paris, Ky. the morning of Sept. 21.

“It’s a very sad moment for us at the farm — we’re still in shell shock about the whole thing,” said Adena’s Dermot Carty. “On the other hand, what a great privilege for the Stronach family to have had a horse like this,” he added of the 20-year-old son of Sadler's Wells.   

Carty said he bought El Prado privately for Stronach in the early 1990s from Coolmore Stud. Brereton Jones initially stood the stallion on Stronach’s behalf at his Airdrie Stud. When Stronach launched his Adena Spring’s stallion operation, El Prado was one of the first sires to stand there.

“No one wanted a son of Sadler’s Wells in America,” said Carty. “Everyone saw him as just a grass horse, but now he’s a broodmare sire, a sire of sires, and he’s made history. It was a gamble…to buy a son of Sadler’s Wells was a major move, but it paid off.”

El Prado won the 1991 National Stakes (Ire-I) and two other group races in his native Ireland en route to being named champion juvenile male in that country.

As a sire, El Prado’s most successful offspring include 2004 champion grass horse Kitten's Joy  , grade winner and sensational young sire Medaglia d'Oro  , 2005 NetJets Breeders' Cup Mile (gr. IT) winner Artie Schiller  , dual grade I winner Borrego  , and numerous other graded stakes performers. Currently ranking 16th on the leading North American sires list, El Prado has had 62 winners from 151 runners this year, for 2009 progeny earnings of more than $4.5 million. His biggest winner this year is French group I victor Spanish Moon.

“El Prado helped put Adena on the map,” said Carty, who said the stallion had experienced declining fertility in recent years and had bred a little more than 40 mares in 2009 at a fee of $75,000.

Bred by Lyonstown Stud, El Prado raced for the late Robert Sangster while in Ireland and was purchased by Adena as a 4-year-old after his racing career had ended. Out of the Sir Ivor mare Lady Capulet, who captured the 1977 Irish One Thousand Guineas (Ire-I), El Prado is a half-brother to group I producer All Ashore (by Nureyev) and Irish champion Entitled (by Mill Reef).

“There was a lot of speed in this family,” said Carty. (El  Prado) wasn’t a typical Sadler’s Wells (physically). He was a very big, masculine individual who could cover a lot of ground. He was a very impressive horse.”

Hialeah Park Files Applications for Meets

Jim Freer, Blood-Horse

Date Posted: 9/22/2009 2:04:17 PM Last Updated: 9/23/2009 9:47:01 AM 

Hialeah Park has filed applications for Quarter Horse racing dates, telling the Florida Division of Pari-Mutuel Wagering it plans to run a 20-day meet late this year and another 20-day meet early in 2010.

In its filing Sept. 21, Hialeah Park requested to hold daytime races Saturdays through Tuesdays Nov. 28-Dec. 29, and Saturdays through Tuesdays Jan. 2-Feb. 2, 2010. The Florida DPMW has 90 days from the application date to review and then approve or reject the applications.

Hialeah Park last held a meet in 2001 when it had it offered Thoroughbred racing.

Hialeah Park president and owner John Brunetti said the track applied to run two consecutive meets with a goal of complying with current Florida law or with a new gaming law that could become effective late this year.  The pending law includes a provision that would allow Hialeah Park to have a casino, with Class III Las Vegas-style slot machines, if it holds Quarter Horse meets of 20 or more days in two consecutive calendar years.

The Florida DPMW March 16 issued a Quarter Horse permit to Hialeah Park. Florida racing laws require it to begin Quarter Horse racing within 12 months of receiving a permit.

The requirement is to hold a minimum 40 race days with a minimum eight races per day. Hialeah Park’s combined applications fulfill that requirement.

A law passed by the Florida legislature in May and signed by Gov. Charlie Crist the following month would require Quarter Horse meets to be a minimum 20 days. A separate provision would make Hialeah Park eligible for a casino if it holds 20-day Quarter Horse meets for two consecutive calendar years. However, terms of that law will not become effective unless the legislature also agrees to a gaming compact with the Seminole Tribe of Florida.

Brunetti believes there is a good chance the legislature in November or December will hold a special session and pass a gaming bill that would have the May bill’s provisions that  help Hialeah Park and some other pari-mutuel facilities, and leave Seminole issues until next year.

“There is a growing feeling that something has to be done to give pari-mutuels some financial relief and new opportunities,” Brunetti said.

In its Sept. 21 applications, Hialeah Park said it will soon apply with the Florida DPMW to operate a card room. Beginning on its first racing date, it could have a card room with poker and dominoes open year-round for 12 hours a day.

Hialeah Park would be the first racetrack to offer Quarter Horse racing in Florida since harness track Pompano Park in 1991.

Arlington: Two punished for altercation

Marcus Hersh, Daily Racing Form
Posted 9/22/2009, 2:18 pm

Chris Emigh has been fined $300 by Arlington stewards for "striking another jockey in the jockey's quarters," but Emigh avoided suspension for his role in an altercation that sent jockey Eddie Perez to an area hospital. Perez also visited the Arlington Heights police department to request assault charges be filed against Emigh.

Perez was handed a three-day suspension that starts Thursday for his role in the incident that led to the fight. Perez was suspended for "jostling and interfering" with Emigh's mount, Friendly Face, while riding Belerive to a first-place finish in the first race on Sept. 13. Belerive was disqualified and placed fifth.

Racing News
Kentucky Cup looking nearly full

Marty McGee, Daily Racing Form

Posted 9/22/2009, 6:26 pm
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Barbara D. Livingston 

Hold Me Back on Saturday will try to become only the second horse to sweep the Lane's End Stakes and the Kentucky Cup Classic at Turfway Park in the same year. 

Sizable fields are expected for the three Kentucky Cup races to be run Saturday on the Polytrack surface at Turfway Park in Florence, Ky., with Hold Me Back heading a prospective field of at least 10 for the anchor race, the Grade 2, $200,000 Kentucky Cup Classic.

Julien Leparoux, one of a handful of top-echelon jockeys scheduled to ride in the series, has the return call on Hold Me Back, the 3-year-old Giant's Causeway colt who most recently was second in the Aug. 29 Travers Stakes at Saratoga.

Hold Me Back was scheduled to arrive early Wednesday in Louisville on a flight from John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York, according to Kenny McCarthy, the Kentucky-based assistant to trainer Bill Mott. From there, the colt was to be vanned directly to Turfway, with Keith Allen overseeing his care into race day.

In March, Hold Me Back won Turfway's signature race, the Lane's End Stakes, and thus will be attempting to become just the second horse to sweep the track's two biggest races in the same year. Hard Spun won both in 2007.

Besides Hold Me Back, others expected for the 1 1/8-mile Classic are Dubious Miss, Furthest Land, Godolphin Gray, Jazz in the Park, Let It Rock, Sligovitz, Timeless Fashion, Wicked Style, and Your Round. Entries were to be drawn Wednesday.

Garrett Gomez will be in to ride Furthest Land, while Robby Albarado has the call on Wicked Style, and Calvin Borel will be reunited with Dubious Miss, aboard whom he has never lost in five races.

Furthest Land, a sharp winner of an April allowance at Keeneland in his lone race on a synthetic surface, comes off a fourth-place finish as the odds-on favorite in the July 25 Claiming Crown Jewel at Canterbury Park.

"I'm looking for him to duplicate his Polytrack effort from the spring," said trainer Mike Maker. "If he does, I think we'll be very competitive in there."

As for the other Kentucky Cup races, both Grade 3 events worth $100,000, at least nine horses are expected for both the Distaff and Sprint. Bear Now, a four-length winner of the 1 1/16-mile Distaff in 2008, will be back again this year, while Big Push, Guam Typhoon, and Hollywood Hit are the most accomplished 3-year-olds being pointed to the six-furlong Sprint.

The long-range forecast for Saturday calls for thundershowers and a high temperature of 75. TVG has exclusive television coverage. Admission and parking are free, with reserved seats ranging from $5 to $100.

The Kentucky Cup, first run in 1994, was cut from five to three races this year, with the Juvenile and Juvenile Fillies being eliminated because of financial constraints. The turf version of the Kentucky Cup was held last weekend at Kentucky Downs.

Calder: Festival Preview takes shape

Mike Welsch, Daily Racing Form

Posted 9/22/2009, 3:36 pm

The Needles is one of four stakes worth $75,000 on Saturday's Festival Preview card and drew a well-matched field of nine that also includes Cinnamon Road, Livingston Street, and the improving Regis.

The Judy's Red Shoes, the filly counterpart to the Needles, lured a full field of 12 plus a couple of also-eligibles and would actually be a strong race if it comes off the turf, with Royal Card, Sweet Repent, Garter Belt, and Hopeful Image in the lineup.

Two-year-olds will take center stage on Saturday in the Foolish Pleasure and Brave Raj stakes, both carded at a mile and 70 yards.

Bim Bam, who has futilely chased home division leaders Jackson Bend and Mr. Green in the opening legs of the Florida Stallion Stakes, will stretch out around two turns for the first time and face a group that includes Seacliff winner Wave Me By and the improving Thank U Philippe in the Foolish Pleasure.

Sweetlalabye and Rosebud's Ridge, winners of the opening legs of the filly division of the stallion series, will face off again in the Brave Raj. They will take on Gator Brew and The Isabella Angel, who finished noses apart in that order in the one-mile Lindsay's Frolic Stakes on Aug. 29.

Tampa Bay Downs HBPA President & trainer Bob Jeffries has filly Pearl Esque on the AE list – here’s hoping she makes the race!!

Lava Man back in training

Jeff Lowe and Steve Bailey, Thoroughbred Times

Posted: Wednesday, September 23, 2009 2:56 PM 

Multiple Grade 1 winner Lava Man, who was retired with ankle problems last year, has returned to trainer Doug O’Neill’s barn at Hollywood Park, where he won back-to-back-to-back editions of the Hollywood Gold Cup (G1).

“He’s been back in the barn since the end of the Del Mar meeting and he’s doing fantastic,” O’Neill said on Wednesday after the eight-year-old Slew City Slew gelding breezed three furlongs at Hollywood Park in :36, the fastest of 24 workouts at that distance. “If and when he runs, all of the trainer earnings will be donated to CARMA (California Retirement Management Account) so people don’t think this is all about greed.”

Lava Man was retired after a sixth-place finish in the Eddie Read Handicap (G1) last July at Del Mar. He subsequently began stem cell treatments and underwent surgery to remove bone chips from his ankles at Alamao Pintado Equine Medical Center in Los Olivos, California, and was sent to nearby Magali Farm in Santa Ynez for rehabilitation.

The process involved drawing cells from Lava Man’s sternum and injecting them into his ankles, more than 10-million cells per treatment.

“He had to continue training at Magali as part of the stem cell treatments,” O’Neill said. “They found they were able to actually grow back cartilage. No one knew that was possible, so it’s exciting that this treatment may be able to help other equine athletes in the future.

“He really took to the treatment and it has done wonders for him. The doctor said that he is and will be the strongest horse in my barn. I couldn’t put into words how good he looks and how happy he seems to be back in training.”

Jason Wood and Steve Kenly claimed Lava Man for $50,000 at Del Mar in August 2004. He earned $5,268,706 while winning seven Grade 1 races, including the Hollywood Gold Cup in 2005, ’06, and ’07 and the Santa Anita Handicap (G1) in ’06 and ’07. 

At the time of his retirement, Lava Man was regarded as the most successful claim ever with 17 victories from 46 starts over six racing seasons.

Lava Man’s return to training was clouded in some mystery after Thoroughbred Information Agency first reported the gelding’s return to training on Monday.

Plans had been for the horse to be sent to the Old Friends retirement facility in Georgetown, Kentucky, in April, but he never made the trip. Old Friends President Michael Blowen said on Wednesday that he was unaware of a comeback attempt.

According to Blowen, Wood told him on September 12 that Lava Man would be shipped to Old Friends in October.

Neither Wood nor Kenly could immediately be reached for comment.

O’Neill said he was aware of the consternation among some fans, who have taken to chat rooms and message boards on the Internet to voice their displeasure, that an eight-year-old horse with bad ankles would be put back into training after earning his owners millions of dollars.

“It’s very exciting [to have him back in the barn], but at the same time I’m a little nervous because I certainly am very conscious of my responsibility I have as his caretaker. But he really does thrive on training and racing, and right now everything appears to be going very well.

“If and when we ever get to a point where he could race, we’d only talk about running him against Grade 1 competition. I’m going to make sure we do right by the horse, first and foremost.”

Emerald Downs: Trainer's race goes to the wire

Nick Rousso, Daily Racing Form

Posted 9/22/2009, 5:07 pm

AUBURN, Wash. - A $15,000 claiming sprint for older horses is the feature attraction Thursday as Emerald Downs begins the final week of its 2009 racing schedule. The $75,000 Gottstein Futurity, the track's traditional 2-year-old championship, is scheduled for Saturday, while claimers will take center stage Sunday on getaway day in the Stanislaw Ashbaugh Claiming Challenge.

While Ricky Frazier has secured his fourth Emerald riding title in the past six years and Longacres Mile winner Assessment has locked up horse-of-the-meeting honors, the battle for the training title figures to go down to the final days.

Tim McCanna, seeking his ninth Emerald title, has 58 wins heading into Thursday's card, and Doris Harwood, seeking her first, has 57.

McCanna, who entered two horses for Thursday, is Emerald's all-time leader in wins (702) and earnings ($6,350,859). Harwood, who also has two in Thursday, has saddled 347 winners at Emerald and topped the earnings standings the past two seasons. Her exploits this season include a record 20 victories in 2-year-old races and a record $889,129 in earnings, far surpassing Jim Penney's previous record of $793,760 set in 2005.

Harwood can add to her totals in the 1 1/16-mile Gottstein Futurity on Saturday, where she is expected to start two horses - Koala Beach and Movie Clip - capable of upsetting likely wagering favorite Hollywood Harbor, a three-time stakes winner at the meeting. Harwood won the 2007 Gottstein with the filly Smarty Deb and finished second last year with Noosa Beach.

Frazier has ridden 150 winners through 87 racing days and needs eight wins in the final four days to break his own record for victories in a season. He won 157 races in 2007, beating runner-up Leslie Mawing by an astounding 71 wins. Gallyn Mitchell, who has 107 wins, seems secure in second place ahead of Juan Gutierrez, who has 96 and is shooting for his first 100-win season at Emerald Downs.

In Thursday's feature race, Mitchell has the riding assignment on likely betting favorite Get You, a Penney-trained front-runner with two wins at the meeting. Frazier will ride another Penney horse, Follows None, a stalking-type sprinter who finished a close second at a mile in his last start.

Gutierrez has the call on Courting Seattle, who won three consecutive sprints in June and July. Courting Seattle will be making his second start for trainer Joe Toye, who claimed him for $10,000 in mid-August.

Breeding & Sales News
Laughing Look Euthanized

Blood-Horse

Date Posted: 9/23/2009 12:07:59 PM Last Updated: 9/23/2009 1:12:01 PM 

Stuart S. Janney III’s Laughing Look, dam of grade I winner Coronado’s Quest and two other stakes winners, was euthanized Sept. 10 because of complications from the infirmities of old age. The 23-year-old pensioned daughter of Damascus had resided at Gus Koch’s Mt. Carmel Farm near Paris, Ky., and is buried there.

Laughing Look, who was bred in Kentucky by Janney’s parents, was boarded at the Hancock family’s Claiborne Farm near Paris, Ky., during the time she was a broodmare. She produced 10 foals, five of which have won.

All three of Laughing Look’s stakes winners raced as homebreds for Stuart Janney III. Coronado’s Quest was a leading 2- and 3-year-old from his crop. The son of Forty Niner won eight graded stakes, including the 1998 Travers Stakes (gr. I) and Buick Haskell Invitational Handicap (gr. I) during the time he was owned by Janney and Robert and Janice McNair’s Stonerside Stables.

Coronado’s Quest entered stud at Claiborne and later stood in Japan, where he died March 2006 of heart failure.

Laughing Look’s other stakes winners were Warning Glance, a graded winner by Caveat, and Military Look ((by Assault Landing).

Laughing Look was out of the Bold Ruler mare Laughter, a half-sister to champion Ruffian, who raced for Janney's parents.

Stallion Ishiguru Euthanized

Blood-Horse

Date Posted: 9/23/2009 11:02:02 AM Last Updated: 9/23/2009 11:02:18 AM 

Ishiguru, whose son Ferneley won the Aug. 29 Del Mar Mile Handicap (gr. IIT), was euthanized Sept. 17 following complications arising from a knee injury. The 11-year-old stallion had shuttled between Tweenhills Stud in Gloucestershire, England, and Chequers Stud in Cambridge, New Zealand.

“Veterinary treatment to the knee injury he suffered earlier in the year had been successful, and while he was unable to travel to New Zealand this summer, we were confident he would be ready for the British covering season,” said Tweenhills director David Redvers. “Sadly it appears he damaged the knee again, probably when rolling in his box, and on veterinary advice we had to accept the inevitable.

Ferneley, a stakes winner in his native Ireland, finished second in the Sept. 20 Woodbine Mile Stakes (Can-IT).  He has earned $599,181.

Bred in Pennsylvania by Elizabeth Moran’s Brushwood Stable, Ishiguru sold for $1.15 million at the 1999 Keeneland September yearling to Coolmore associate Demi O’Byrne. Eaton Sales consigned as agent.

Ishiguri was an Irish group winner for Susan Magnier, whose husband, John Magnier, is managing partner of Coolmore Stud in Ireland. Ishiguru captured three of nine races and earned $115,032.

A half-brother to grade II winner Cat Fighter, Ishiguru was produced from grade I winner Strategic Maneuver (by Cryptoclearance). He is represented by five stakes winners.

Top Broodmare Haveaheavenlytime Euthanized

Blood-Horse

Date Posted: 9/22/2009 11:16:56 AM Last Updated: 9/23/2009 10:14:10 AM 

Judy Klosterman’s blue hen mare Haveaheavenlytime, whose success as a broodmare runs three generations deep, was euthanized Sept. 19 because of complications from the infirmities of old age. The 25-year-old daughter of Halo was buried at Klosterman’s Langsem Farm near Loveland, Ohio.

Klosterman, who purchased Haveaheavenlytime for $40,000 at the 1985 Keeneland September yearling sale, captured one of 11 races before becoming a broodmare. She produced 17 foals, a dozen of which have won, including stakes winners Conjuress (by Indian Charlie  ), Enticed (Stage Door Johnny), Heavenliness (Lord Avie), Hiho Heaven (Claim), and Unbridled Time  (by Unbridled's Song  ). Haveaheavenlytime’s youngest offspring is a Holy Bull yearling filly named Invoke.

Unbridled Time was the highest-priced yearling from Unbridled’s Song’s first crop, selling for $1.15 million to Robert and Beverly Lewis at the 1999 Keeneland September yearling sale. Unbridled Time was a multiple stakes winner and graded stakes-placed. He stands at stud at Signature Stallions near Reddick, Fla.

Enticed and Heavenliness, along with half-sisters Angel of Love, Behaving, and I Insist, developed into stakes producers. Enticed, who raced for Klosterman in partnership and is now pensioned at Langsem, produced two stakes winners, including Intrigued. A stakes producer herself, Intrigued is in foal to major winner Henrythenavigator  .

Haveaheavenlytime, out of the Hoist the Flag mare Bennington Flag, was bred in Virginia by James and Alice Mills’ Hickory Tree Farm.

Pinhookers reign on day eight at Keeneland September

Pete Denk, Thoroughbred Times

Posted: Tuesday, September 22, 2009 9:58 PM 

Although all economic indicators are down significantly at the Keeneland September yearling sale, there has been keen competition for horses that meet the strict demands at the upper echelon of the market.

More often than not, that has meant end-users (buyers planning to race the yearlings) have been paying for, and landing, the top prospects.

On Tuesday, the pinhookers had their day. 

Three horses sold for $200,000 or more on Tuesday, and all three will be pointed to two-year-old sales.

All the Rage Partners, a partnership put together by J.B. and Kevin McKathan, bought the session topper, a Giant’s Causeway colt out of multiple Grade 2 winner Smok’n Frolic, for $260,000.

“I feel he’s the kind of horse that would have been out of reach for us in other years,” J.B. McKathan said. “He’s an exceptional horse.”

All the Rage has purchased eight yearlings for $856,000 through eight days at the September sale. Each of those yearlings will be pointed to two-year-old sales and will be consigned by McKathan Bros. 

“People are putting some really nice individuals in these later books,” J.B. McKathan said. “Maybe it’s a ploy by the consignors because we see more of that now than we used to see: a horse that doesn’t really fit. But for the most part, they’re getting rewarded for having a nice horse because as the books go on, there’s less and less, so they stand out.

“We’re looking ahead every day, and when we stop finding horses, we’ll leave, and if we keep finding horses, we’ll stay.”

Hartley/De Renzo purchased the day’s second-highest priced yearling, a $230,000 Sky Mesa colt out of Boardroom Scandal, by Fusaichi Pegasus.

“He’s a big, scopey, beautiful horse, by far the best horse that’s walked through the ring the last two days as far as I was concerned,” said Dean De Renzo, who said he has never stayed at the September sale through Book 4.

“Coming to this sale, we pretty much decided to try to stay at the top of the market,” De Renzo said. “It’s been tough following horses up here and watching them bring a lot of money. We bid hard all through Books 1 and 2.

“We went as far as $600,000 on one colt. We bid $450,000 and $470,000 on fillies and kept getting outbid. We were on the horses everyone else wanted, and they sold for end-user prices. But I think that’s what’s going to happen when we go to the next level with these yearlings. So we kept waiting and waiting.”

De Renzo said competition from other pinhookers has trimmed considerably compared with previous years. Hartley/De Renzo has purchased ten horses for $787,000.

“I’ve mostly been bidding against end-users,” De Renzo said. “I wanted to buy that horse for $175,000, but we went that extra bit to be able to buy him. At the next level, he’s going to have to perform for me to make a profit. I’m gambling that he’s going to perform like his conformation and attitude suggest. 

“We like to watch them when they enter the ring back here, because it’s like a saddling area for these horses. He just blew up like a monster. He acted like a 100% gentleman, but he looked twice as big and twice as long, and that’s what we wanted to see. Some horses don’t do that. We’ve pre-vetted horses, walked up here, and we didn’t see the big presence in the walking ring, and we won’t bid a penny. If they can’t do it here, they’re probably not going to do it at the races. It’s the test we can’t measure with any machines.”

Pinhooker W.D. North signed the ticket for the third-highest priced horse of the day, a $200,000 Dixie Union filly out of the stakes-producing Allen’s Prospect mare Icy Demeanor.

